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Tuts is the first sheet of the Congressional 
Globe for this session (the Ist of the 29th Con- 
gress;) and those persons who may receive it will, 
by looking through it, see that it contains a suc- 
cinct history of the Proceedings of Congress. 


The Appendix is printed in the same form, and 


contains all the speeches made in both Houses | 


of Congress, written out, or revised, by the mem- 
bers themselves. 

It is expected that each of these works will make 
near 1,000 royal quarto pages this session. The 
price is $1 50 for one copy of either; $5 for four 
copies of either, or part of both; $10 for eight 
copies of either; and $25 for twenty-five copies 
of either. After the first day of next month (Jan- 
uary, 1846) the price will be $2 a copy for either, 
no matter how many copies are taken 

The Congressional Globe and Appendix will 
both be stereotyped. We will furnish subscribers 
with lost or missing numbers without making any 
charge therefor. 

Messrs. Rircnie & Hetss have transferred their 
subscribers for the ‘* Congressional Union and 
Appendix”? to us, and we will send to them the 
Congressional Globe and Appendix. If any sub- 
scribers for the ‘* Congressional Union and Ap- 
pendix”’ shall dislike this arrangement, we will 
refund the money. 


TWENTY-NINTH CONGRESS, | 


FIRST SESSION. 
rE 
IN SENATE. 
Monpay, December 1, 1845. 

At twelve o’clock the VICE PRESIDENT 
took the chair, and called the Senate to order, 
the following Senators being present: 

From Maine—George Evans and John Fairfield. 

From New Hampsnirne—Charles G. Atherton 
and Benning W. Jenness. 

From Massacuvusetts—John Davis. 


From Vermont—Samuel S. Phelps and William | 


Upham. 


From Ruope Istanp—Albert C. Greene and | 


James F. Simmons. 


From Connecticut—Jabez W. Huntington and 
John M. Niles. 


From New Yorx—John A. Dix. 


From New Jersey— William L. Dayton and Ja- 


cob W. Miller. 


From PennsyLvanta—Daniel Sturgeon nd Sia- 
mon Cameron. 


Prom Detaware—Tiomas Clayton and John M. 
Clayton. 


From Virnewmia— William S. Archer. 


From Nortu Carotina—Willie P. Mangumand | 


William H. Haywood. 
From Sourn Carouuwwa—George McDuffie. 
From Grorcia—Walter T. Colquitt. 
From 'Texnessee—Hopkins L. Turney. 
From Kentucxy—John J. Crittenden. * 
From On1o—William Allen and Thomas Corwin. 
From Inptana—Edward A. Hannegan. 
From Lovistana—Henry Johnson. — 
From Massissippi—Jesse Speight and J. W. 
Chalmers. 
free ILuinois—Sydney Breese and James Sem- 
pie. 


From Avasama—Arthur P. Bagby and Dixon | 


H. Lewis. 
From Missovuri—Thomas H. Benton and David 
R. Atchison. 


From Arxansas—Ambrose H. Sevier and 
Chester Ashley. 


From Micuican—Lewis Cass. 


From Frorwa—David Levy and James D. 


Westcott. 


Nore.—The names of the 
the names of the Whigs in italic letters. 
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Democrats are in Roman, and 
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4, 1845. 


| Mr. SEVIER presented the credentials of H. 
| L. Turney, elected a Senator from the State of 
Tennessee for the term of six years from the 
fourth of March, 1845. 2 

The credentials having been read, Mr. Turney 
was sworn, and took his seat. 

Mr. SPEIGHT presented the credentials of Jo- 
sepH W. Cratmers, appointed a Senator from 
the State of Mississippi, to fill the unexpired term 
|of R. J. Waker, resigned. 

The credentials having been read, Mr. Crat- 
MERS was sworn, and took his seat. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented the credentials 
of Joun Davis, elected a Senator from the State 
of Massachusetts, to fill the unexpired term of 
Isaac C. Bares, deceased. 

The credentials being read, Mr. Davis was 
sworn, and took his seat. 

Mr. ATHERTON presented the credentials of 
B. W. Jenness, appointed a Senator from the 
State of New Hampshire, to fill the unexpired 
term of Levi Woopsury, resigned. 

The credentials having been read, Mr. Jenness 
was sworn, and took his seat. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Governor of Flori- 
da, containing the credentials of Davi Levy and 
J.D. Wesrcorr, elected Senators from the State 
of Florida. 

The credentials having been read, Messrs. Levy 
and WesrcorT were sworn, and took their seats. 

Mr. SEVIER suggested the propriety of pro- 
ceeding to aclassification of the two new Senators, 
and with that view he would offer the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Senate proceed to ascertain 
the classes in which the Senators from the State of 
Florida shall be inserted, in conformity to the re- 
solution of the 14th of May, 1789, and as the 
Constitution requires; that the Secretary put into 
the ballot box two papers of equal size, one of 
which shall be numbered two, and the other shall 
be numbered three, and each Senator shall draw 
out one paper; that the Senator who shall draw 
the paper number two shall be inserted in the class 
| of Senators whose term of service will expire the 
third day of March, 1849, and the Senator who 
shall draw the paper numbered three, shall be in- 


vice will expire the third of March, 1851. 

The resolution havine been agreed to, 

Mr. WESTCOTT expressed his entire will- 
ingness to make such an arrangement as would be 
| agreeable to his colleague as to their respective 
terms of service. With a view to obviate the ne- 
cessity of a ballot, he would be entirely satisfied to 
serve for the shorter period. 

Mr. LEVY expressed his gratitude to his col- 
league for the kind spirit in which his offer was 
made, althouch he thoucht the reverse of his sue- 
gestion would be the more proper course. He 
was perfectly willing to acquiesce in the sugges- 
tion of his colleague, but expressed a doubt whe- 
ther the rule which required a ballot could be dis- 
pensed with. 
thanks to his colleague. 

Mr. SPEIGHT said that no agreement which 


could be allowed to annul the rules of the Senate. 


were three classes of Senators. 


third classes. 

Mr. SPEIGHT had not distinctly heard the ob- 
jection of the Senator from Virginia. He would 
therefore merely state, that the reason for omitting 
the ballot for the first class, as he understood it, 


proportionate number of Senators. 


until to-morrow. 


} tion, which was agreed to: 


serted in the class of Senators whose term of ser- 


If not, he could only offer his 


the two Senators might make between themselves 


Mr. ARCHER wished to be informed why the 
resolution specified only two ballots, when there 
It appeared to 
him that it would be necessary that there should 
be three ballots placed in the box, and that the 
balloting should not be confined to the second and 


was, that this class already contained more than its | 


On motion of Mr. ARCHER, the further con- | 
sideration of the resolution was then postponed 


Mr. ALLEN submitted the following resolu- | 
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Resolred, ‘That the Secretary of the Senate ac- 
quaint the House of Representatives that the Sen- 
ate is ready to proceed to business. 

Mr. ATHERTON moved the following resolu- 
tion, which was avreed to: 

Ordered, That the daily hour of meeting of the 
Senate be twelve o’clock, meridian. 

Mr. CAMERON moved the following resolu- 
thon: 

Resolved, That the members of the Senate be 
supplied with the usual number of newspapers 
durmne the session. 

Mr. NILES moved to amend the resolution, by 
adding the words, “ not exceeding the cost of three 
daily papers,*’ so as to make it conform to previ- 
ous resolutions of a similar import. 

‘The amendment was agreed to; and the resolu- 
tion, as amended, was then agreed to. 

Mr. SPEIGHT submitted the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed, jointly 
with such committee as may be appointed ‘by the 
House of Representatives, to wait on the Presi- 
dent of the United States, and inform him that 
quorums of both Houses have assembled, and 
that Congress is ready to receive any communica- 
tion he may be pleased to make. 

Mr. ALLEN suegested the propriety of pass- 
ing by this resolution until the Senate ‘should be 
officially notified that the House of Representa- 
tives had organized itself’, 

Mr. SPEIGHT assenting, the resolution was, 
for the present, laid on the table, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN eave notice that he should, 
to-morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill for the 
purchase by the United States of the stock of the 
Louisville and Portland Canal Company; and a 
bill for the improvement of the navigation of the 
rivers Ohio, Mississippi, and Arkansas. 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN, 

"The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, December 1, 1845. 


At 12 o’clock meridian, Bensamin B. Frenen, 
Esq., the Clerk of the House at the last session of 
Congress, (and who, by the tenor of his appoint- 
ment, remains Clerk until a successor is elected,) 
rose and said, that, as the hour of twelve o’clock 
had arrived, he would, in pursuance of usage, if 
not objected to, call over the list of members by 
States, for the purpose of ascertaining the names 
of those present, and whether a quorum was in at- 
tendance. 

No objection having been made— 

The Crerx proceeded to call the roll by States, 
commencing with the State of Maine; and having 
cone through the list, it was found that the fol- 
lowing named members were in attendance: 

From the State of Matwe—Messrs. Dunlap, 
Hamlin, MecCrate, Sawtelle, Scammon, Severance, 
and Williams. 

Prom the State of New Hamepsnire—Messrs 
Johnson, Moulton, and Norris. 

Prom the State of Massacuusetts—Messrs. 


|| Abbott, Adams, Ashmun, Grinnell, Hudson, King, 


Rockwell, Thompson, and Winthrop. 

From the State of Ruope IsLanp—Messrs. 4r- 
nold and Cranston. 

From the State of Connecticutr—Messrs. Dixon, 
Hubbard, Rockwell, and Smith. 

From the State of Vermont—Messrs. Collamer, 
Dillingham, Foot, and Marsh. 

From the State of New Yorx—Messrs. Ander- 
son, Campseun, Colin, Culver, Mott, Ellsworth, 
Goodyear, Gordon, Grover, Holmes, Hough, Hun- 
gerford, Hunt, Jenkins, King, Lawrence, Lewis, 
Maclay, Mixer, Moseley, Niven, Rathbun, Sea- 
man, Smith, Strong, Wheaton, White, Woonrurr, 
Woodworth, and Wood. 

From the State of New Jenser—Messrs. Edsall, 
Hampton, Runk, Sykes, and Wright. 

Prom the State of Pennsytvanta—Messrs. Black, 
Blanchard, Brodhead, Buffington, Campse.t, Dar- 
ragh, Erdman, Ewing, Foster, Garvin, Charles J. 


|, Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Leib, Levin, Mcil- 
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vaine, McClean, Pollock, Ramsey, Ritter, Stewart, | John W. Davis, of Indiana, had received.......120 | largely and often upon that kindness and 


Strohm, ‘Thompson, Wilmot, and Yost. 

From the State of De.awane—Mr. Houston. 

From the State of Manryvtann—Messrs. Chap- 
man, Constable, Giles, Ligon, Long, and Perry. 

rom the State of Vincinta—Messrs. Atkinson, 
Bavly. Bedinger, Brown, Chapman, Dromgoole, 
Hopkins, Hubard, Hunter, Johnson, Leake, Pen- 
dleton, Seddon, Taylor, and Treadway. 

From the State of Norra Carorina—Messrs. 
Barringer, Biggs, Clarke, Daniel, Dobbin, Docke- 
ry, Graham, McKay, and Reid. 

" From the State of Sourm Caroima—Messrs. 
Black, Burt, Holmes, Rhett, Sims, Simpson, and 
Woodward. 

From the State of Groncia—Me Cobb, 
Haralson, Jones, King, Lumpkin, Stephens, and 
Toombs. 

Prom the State of Kenrucky—Messrs. Bell, 
Joyd, Davis, Grider, Martin, McHenry, Thomas- 
son, Tibbatts, Trumbo, and Young. 

From the State of ‘Vennesses—Messrs. Brown, 
Chase, Cocke, Crozier, Cullom, Gentry, Johnson, 
Jones, Martin, and Stanton. 

From the State of Onro—Messrs. Brinkerhoff, 
Cummins, Cunningham, Delano, Faran, Fries, 
Giddings, Harper, McDowell, Morris, Parish, Per- 
rill, Root, Sawyer, Schenck, Starkweather, St. 
John, Tilden, Vance, and Vinton. { 

From the State of Lovistana—Messrs. Harmon- 
son, Morse, and Thibodeaux. 

From the State of Inpiawa—Messrs. Catheart, 
Davis, Henley, Kennedy, McGaughey, Owen, 
Pettit, Caleb B. Smith, Thomas Smith, and Wick. 

From the State of Mississirrei—Mr. ‘Thompson. 

From the State of Ivtimor—Messrs. Baker, 
Douglass, Ficklin, Hoge, McClernand, Smith, and 
Wentworth. 

From the State of ALanama—Messrs. Chapman, 
Hilliard, Houston, McConnell, Payne, and Yan- 
cey : 

From the State of Missovuri—Messrs. ! 
Price, Relfe, and Simms. 

From the State of Ankansas—Mr. Yell. 

Prom the State of Micuigan—Messrs. Chipman, 
Hunt, and McClelland. 

From the State of FLonina—Mr. Cabell. 

Two hundred and twelve members having an- 
swered to their names, the CLerk announced that 
a quorum, consisting of a majority of the whole 
‘number of members of the House, was present; 
and that it was competent for the menrbers, there- 
fore, to proceed to the election of a Speaker. 

The House, according to law, is composed of 

4 members. ‘There were present 

Absent, viz: 
From New York—Charles H. Carroll.....1 
From Ohio—Allen G. Thurman 
From Louisiana—John Slidell.............. l 
‘rom Mississippi—Stephen Adams, Jef- 

ferson Davis, and Robert W. Roberts..3 

From Alabama—Edward 8. Darvin.......1 
From Missouri—John Phelps..............-1 


, ’ 
20W1IN, 


Oo 


Vacancies, viz: 
In New Hampshire................. 
In Massachusetts..........ccccscsecesess 
Rh CROOED ikeddidisiivevbenosssee. 
ED OUD akcs es vei encsesvess 


The whole House............... 224 


Nore.—The names of the Democrats are in Roman, the 
Whigs in italic, and the Native Americans in SMALL CAPITAL | 
letters, } 


Upon the announcement by the Crier that a 


quorum was present— 

Mr. HOPKINS rose and moved that the House | 
now proceed, according to usage, to the election | 
of a presiding officer viva voce. 

And the question having been taken, the motion | 
was unanimously agreed to. 

So the House proceeded to the election of 
Speaker. 

The Cierk designated Mr. Surrn, of Illinois, 
Mr. Severance, of Maine, and Mr. Coss, of 
Georgia, as tellers to count the votes; and these 
gentiemen having taken their seats at the table, 

The CLerk proceeded to call over the names of 
the members alphabetically; and, as the name of | 


ach was called, he answered with the name of the || 


member for whom he voted for Speaker. The 
list having been called through, the tellers reported | 


that 211 votes had been given, and 106 were ne- | 
cessary to a choice; and that 


_ THE CONG 


Samuel F. Vinton, of Ohio............ sekauacs wee 
Moses Norris, of New Hampshire...................9 
Willliam S. Miller, of New York..............00.0005 
Robert C. Winthrop, of Massachusetts............1 
Daniel M. Barringer, of North Carolina............] 
John G. Chapman, of Maryland. 

J. H. Campbell, of Penusylvania 

Andrew Stewart, of Pennsylvaiia...... ai 


The following is the vote in detail: 

For John W. Davis—Messrs. Stephen Adams, 
Anderson, Bayly, Bedinger, Benton, James Black, 
James A. Black, Bowlin, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, 
Brodhead, William G. Brown, Catheart, Augus- 
tus A. Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Chip- 
man, Clarke, Cobb, Colin, Constable, Cullom, 
Cummins, Cunningham, Daniel, De Mott, Dil- 
lingham, Dobbin, Douglass, Dromgoole, Dunlap, 
Kdsall, Ellsworth, Erdman, Faran, Ficklin, Fos- 
ter, Fries, Garvin, Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, 
Grover, Hamlin, Haralson, Henley, Hove, Hop- 
kins, Hough, George 8S. Houston, Edward W. 
Hubard, Hungerford, James 6B. Hunt, Hunter, 
Charles J. Ingersoll, Jenkins, James H. Johnson, 
Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. 
Jones, Seaborn Jones, Kennedy, Preston King, 
Lawrence, Leake, Leib, Ligon, Lumpkin, Maclay, 
McClean, MeCielland, MeClernand, McConnell, 
MceCrate, MeDowell, MeKay, John P. Martin, 
Barclay Martin, Morris, Morse, Moulton, Niven, 
Norris, Owen, Parish, Payne,* Perrill, Perry, 
Pettit, Price, Rathbun, Reid, Relfe, Ritter, Rus- 
sell, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Secammon, Leonard H. 
Simms, ‘Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Stanton, 
Starkweather, St. John, Strong, Sykes, Taylor, 
Janes ‘Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Tibbatts, 
Treadway, Wentworth, Wheaton, Wick, Wil- 
lias, Wilmot, Wood, Woodworth, Yell, and 
Yost—199. 

Por Samuel F. Vinton—Messrs. Abbott, John 
Q. Adams, Arnold, Ashmun, Baker, Barringer, 
Bell, Blanchard, Milton Brown, Buiiington, Ca- 
bell, Cocke, Collamer, Cranston, Crozier, Culver, 
Darragh, Garrett Davis, Delano, Dixon, Dockery, 
Ewing, k'oot, Gentry, Giddings, Grider, Grinnell, 
Hampton, Harper, Herrick, Hilliard, Elias B. 
Holmes, John W. Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, 
Hudson, Washington Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 
Daniel P. King, ‘Thomas Butler King, Lewis, 
McGaughey, McHenry, Mellvaine, Marsh, 
Moseley, Pendleton, Pollock, Ramsey, Julius 
tockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, 
Schenck, Severance, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, 
Caleb B. Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Swohm, Thi- 
bodeaux, Thomasson, Benjamin Thompson, Til- 
den, ‘Toombs, Trumbo, Vance, White, Winthrop, 
Wright, and Young—72. 

For Moses Novorris—Messrs. Burt, Isaac E. 
Holmes, Rhett, Seddon, A. D. Sims, Simpson, 
Woodward, Yancey, and Harmanson—9. 

For William S. Miller—Messrs. William W. 
Campbell, John H. Campbell, Levin, Seaman, 
and Woodruft—5. 

For Andrew Stewart—Mr. J. G. Chapman—1. 

For Daniel L. Barringer—Mr. Graham—1. 

or John G. Chapman—Mr. Long—1. 
For John H. Campbell—Mr. Miller—1. 
For Robert C. Winthrop—Mr. Vinton—1. 


Joun W. Davis, one of the Representatives for 
the State of Indiana, having received a majority 
of the whole number of votes given in, was de- 
clared duly elected Speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States for the 29th 
Congress; and 

The Cierk requested Mr. McKay, of North 
Carolina, and Mr. Vance, of Ohio, to conduct 
the Speaker to the chair. 

Mr. Vance not being at the instant in his seat, 
the CLerk substituted Mr. Vinton, of Ohio. 

And the Speaker having been conducted to the 
chair, by these two gentlemen, rose and ad- 
dressed the House, as follows: 

‘* GENTLEMEN: Permit me to tender to you my 
most sincere acknowledgments for the honor you 
have conferred upon me in calling me to preside 
over your deliberations. Distrusting, as I do, my 
ability to discharge the functions appertaining to 
the Chair appropriately, I shall have to draw 


o 


* The tellers made a mistake: Mr. Payne was present, 


but did not vote. So there were 210 votes given in, of 
which Mr. Davis received 119. 


RESSIONAL GLOBE. 


par- 


| tiality which you have just extended to me with 


| such unhesitating cordiality. 

| ‘*]T shall endeavour to discharge my duty as 
your presiding officer faithfully and impartially, 

| strictly enforcing such rules and regulations As 
you, in your wisdom, may adopt for your govery- 
ment. I hope the session may be peacetiil and 
prosperous; and I indulge the hope that we shail 
in due season arrive at such legislative enactments 
as shall subserve the public interest, and promote 
the welfare, the peace, and the prosperity of the 
country: and this hope, I am confident, is cor- 
dially reciprocated on your part. 

**Geutlemen, my duties, | know, are as ar- 
duous as they are responsible; but I shail endea- 
vor to discharge them with fidelity, knowing no 
party but the people, and no locality but the coun- 
try.” 

The oath of office, as required by the sixth ar- 
ticle of the Constitution, and as preseribed by the 
act of Congress of the Ist June, 1789, to wit: 
‘*That Iwill support the Constitution of the United 
States,’? was then administered to the Speaker by 
Mr. Jomn Quincy Apams. ‘ 

The SPEAKER then announced that the next 
act to be done in the organization of the House 
was, to administer the oath (or affirmation) of 
office to the members present; and, to that end, 
he would direct the Clerk to call the roll by States, 
commencing with the State of Maine. 

The roll was then called over, and the same oath 
(or affirmation) as required by the Constitution, 
and prescribed in the said act of Ist June, 1789, 
was administered by the Speaker to all the other 
members present. 

Mr. McDOWELL then rose, and moved a re- 
solation, as follows: 

Resolved, That a joint committee be appointed 
on the part of this House, to join such committee 
as may be appointed on the part of the Senate, 
to wait on the President of the United State 
and inform him that a quorum of the two Hous: s 
is assembled, and that Congress is ready to re- 
ceive any communication he may be pleased to 
make. 

Mr. RATHBUN inquired of the Chair whether 
the House had any rules, under which it was 
ready to proceed to business ? 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL. We have surely the 
parliamentary law, which is the best rule in tle 
world. 

Mr. RATHBUN. We have as yet no rules, 
and are not ready, therefore, to proceed to busi- 
ness; and in order that the House may provide 
itself with rules for its government, I move that 
the resolution be laid on the table for the pre- 
sent. 

Mr. McDOWELL. To obviate all difficulty, 

| I will withdraw the resolution for the present, and 
substitute what I send to the Chair. 


RULES OF THE HOUSE. 


So the resolution was withdrawn, and the fol- 

lowing resolution was offered: 

Resolved, That the standing rules and orders of 

the last House of Representatives, as they exist- 
ed at the close of the last session, be adopted as 
the rules and orders of proceeding of this House. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL rose, and inquired !f 
| this House had received the customary message 
from the Senate that they were organized and 
| ready to proceed to business. 

The SPEAKER. Not to the knowledge of the 
| Chair. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON expressed a desire 

to offer the following resolution: 

Ordered, That a message be sent to the Senate 
informing that body that a quorum of the House 
of Representatives is assembled, and that tle 
House is ready to proceed to business; and that 

the Clerk do go with said message. ; 
| The SPEAKER said, that the resolution was 
not at this time in order. 

And the question being on the adoption of the 

resolution of Mr. McDowe tt, : 
| Mr. ADAMS rose to inquire whether it had 
not been the custom of the House, even betore 
the adoption of such a resolution as was proposed 
| by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. McDoweEtt,] 
|to pass a resolution informing the Senate that @ 
| quorum of the House was in attendance; that tt 
|| had elected a Speaker, and who that Speaker was; 


‘| and that the House was ready to proceed to busi- 
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ness. The adoption of rules was a subsequent 
affair, and was undoubtedly very proper on the part 
of this House; but that there were rules belong- 
ing to both Houses, on which this House could 
oat act separately. He believed, as far as his 
experience went, that the practice of this House 


had been, in the first instance, to ‘send the mes- | 


eave to the Senate to which he had alluded, and 
to receive the return message, From this custom, 
as a member of this House, he did not wish to 
depart; and if the gentleman would withdraw his 
resolution, he would move that the House send 
the message to the Senate. 

Mr. ‘THOMPSON, of Mississippi, suggested 
that there was already a resolution before the 
House. , 

The SPEAKER, in reply to Mr. Apams, sta- 
ted that resolutions were frequently received by 
the House and acted upon previous to the adop- 
tion of the rules, and that the House were gov- 
erned in these circumstances by the general pur- 
liamentary law. 

The resolution formerly proposed by Mr. 
Tuomrson, of Mississippi, for a message to the 
Senate, was now read, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE suggested to the honorable 
mover to insert the election of Jonn W. Davis, 
one of the members from the State of Indisaa, as 
Speaker of the House. _ ae 

Mr. THOMPSON indicated his willingness to 
aceept this suggestion. 

The SPEAKER said that the resolution of the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. McDowe tt] in rela- 
tion to the rules, was the first question before the 
House. 

A message was here received from the Senate, 
informing the House that a quorum of that body 
was in attendance, and ready to proceed to busi- 
ness. 

Mr. McDOWELL then consented to withdraw 
his resolution touching the rules, that the question 
might be put on the motion of Mr. THompson. 

Mr. THompson’s motion, as modified, being 
thus before the House, the question was taken, 
and the motion was agreed to. 

So it was ordered that a message be sent to the 
Senate, apprising that body that a quorum of the 
House was in attendance; that they had elected 
Joun W. Davis, one of the members from Indi- 
ana, as their Speaker, and were now ready to pro- 
ceed to business. 

Mr. McDOWELL now moved, again, the fol- 
lowing resolution, which he had temporarily with- 
drawn: 

Resolved, That the standing rules and orders of 
the last House of Representatives, as they existed 
at the close of the last session, be adopted as the 
rules and orders of proceeding of this House. 


Mr. WOODWARD, of South Carolina, was 


desirous of offering a resolution, which was not | 


read, and which, after some conversation with the 
Cuair, he withdrew. 


The question then recurring on the adoption of 


Mr. McDoweE w’s resolution— 

Mr. HAMLIN, of Maine, moved to amend it 
so that the rules referred to should be the rules 
adopted in the latter, and not in the former part of 
last session; but, being informally reminded by 
members‘around him that the resolution as it stood 
would, of course, have that reference, inasmuch as 
the, latter rules superseded the former, he did not 


going expressly to except the 33d rule of last ses- 
sion, (bemg the rule restricting all members from 
Speaking more than one hour on any question, 
usually called “ the hour rule.’’) 


And the — being on this amendment— 
Mr. PA 


see the (hour) rule so amended as not to apply in | 


all discussions upon revenue bills. He was not 
under the impression that the House was disposed 


There might be some spe existing for the 
continuance of that rule upon the 


general subjects | 


of legislation which came before the Congress of | 


the United States; but on bills for the raising of | 


revenue, it seemed to him that it ought not to ; 
ply. This was a subject which bore upon the 
people of this confederacy, and on which we all 
felt a deep interest. 


which this House could 

upon the people of this Union. 
revenue that the people might be oppressed; and 
twas the only means by. which, under our Gov- 


It was the only question on | 
trate a despotism || 
It was in raising || 


; 


THE 


of trial by jury, and all his other rights, apper- 
tained to him in his personal capacity, except the 
right regarding the raising of revenue; and inas- 
much as the power of the House was omnipotent 
on this question, it seemed to him that the greatest 
latitude of debate should be allowed on all mea- 
sures Introduced here for the purpose of raising 
revenue. For that reason, he moved the amend- 
ment which he had imdicated at the commence- 
ment of his remarks, 

And the question being on the amendment of 
Mr. Payne to the amendment of Mr. Hamimw— 

Mr. WINTHROP suggested to Mr. Hamuw 
the insertion of certain words, in order to eilect 
his object in making the resolution of Mr. Me- 
Dow. apply to the rules only as adopted during 
the latter part of the last session; but, being re- 
minded by the Cuan that Mr. Hamuin had not 
insisted on his first proposition, Mr. W. withdrew 
the suggestion. 

The question being now about to be taken on 
the amendment of Mr. Payne— 

Mr. MecCLERNAND inguired of the Chair 
whether it was understood that the amendment of 
the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Payne] em- 
braced in its purview appropriation as well as 
revenue bills. 

Mr. PAYNE responded, that if it did not, he 
was entirely willing so to extend its provision. 

Mr. McCLERNAND continued, that he agreed 
with his friend from Alabama, that revenue and 
appropriation bills should be subjected to the 
closest scrutiny and the fullest debate. ‘The Con- 
stitution had confided to the House the power to 
originate bills to raise revenue,and why? Because 
the representative branch of Congress emanated 
more directly from the people, and was more im- 
mediately responsible to them. The money power 
was the lever of government; it mereed all other 
powers, and, according to its exercise, became, in 
the hands of the ruler, the means of great good, 
or the most fearful and remorseless engine of op- 
pression, Congress was now invested with an 
unlimited power of taxation as to amount: super- 
add now to this the power of unlimited taxation 
as to objects, and the republic becomes a practical 
despotism. It may retain the forms of freedom, 
but will in fact sink into the violence, injustice, 
and wrong of a tyranny. ‘The difference between 
itand a despotism in form would be, the aggra- 
vated evils of a many, instead of a single-leaded 
hydra. There was a wild spirit of internal im- 
provement prevailing in some portions of the coun- 
try. In his judgment, this mad spirit threatened 
more danger to the integrity of the Constitution, 
and the stability of our institutions, than any other 
project agitated by the friends of a strong, rich, 
and splendid government. 

Mr. PAYNE said he had no objection to the 
honorable gentleman’s suggestion, and he was ui- 
derstood to adopt it, and so to modify his mo- 


| tion. 


. at this time to abolish the hour rule altogether. || efforts of his own, or of any fellow-member. In 


| confined in a strait-jacket. 
t | ought to be left free. 
insist On this amendment, but proposed another, | 


Mr. CHIPMAN understood that the resolu- 
tion, as originally offered, was intended to drop 
what was usually called the hour rule. He hoped 
it would prevail: he was utterly opposed to that 
rule. No gentleman could acquit himself well in 
debate, whether physically or intellectually, while 
The right of debate 
( He was opposed, as he had 
said, to placing the intellectual exertions of any of 
his fellows upon that floor in a strait-jacket. 

If gentlemen, in view of their oaths to the Con- 


| stitution, of the exigencies of the public service, 


NE, of Alabama, said he wished to | 


and the sacred obligations under which they lay 
to their constituents, could bring themselves to 
waste and sacrifice the public time, to those con- 
stituents let them be handed over, and to them let 
them answer: but he never would consent that 
any trammels should be thrown around any feeble 


the position in which the motion of the gentleman 
from Alabama stood, being an amendment to an 
amendment, (an exception to an exception,) it 
would operate practically to restrict debate on 
money bills to one hour, while it left it free on all 
other subjects. 

[Many voices: Oh, no, just the reverse. ] 

He begged gentlemen’s pardon; but they would 
find that he was right. 

Mr. PAYNE withdrew his amendment. 

And the question now recurring on the amend- 


‘ment proposed by Mr. Hamiis— 
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| ernment, the citizen can be oppressed. The right 


Mr. CHIPMAN resumed. It might perhaps 
appear strange to gentlemen that so green a mem- 
ber as himself should undertake to discuss so im- 
portant a regulation of the House, and should so 
treely express his objections to a rule deliberately 
adopted by members so much more experienced 
than himself; nor should he have troubled the 
House at this time was not the rule in question to 
have a contunued operation throughout the session. 
He must, in duty to himself, enter his protest 
agamst so trammelling any gentleman on that floor; 
for he was well assured that under so embarrass- 
ing a restriction no member could do justice either 
to himself or to his country. 

Mr. HOPKINS demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. : 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, inquired of the 
Chair whether it would be in erder to move to lay 
the amendment on the table? 

The CHAIR replied in the affirmative; but the 
motion, if suecesstul, would carry the resolution, 
tovether with the amendment, to the table. 

Mr. HOUSTON did not make the motion. 

And the question recurring on the amendment 
of Mr. Llamuin to the resolution of Mr. McDow- 
ELL, it was decided by yeas and nays, as fol- 
lows: - ; 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, J. Q@. Adams, Bayly, 
James Black, Bowlin, Boyd, W. G. Brown, Ca- 
bell, Chase, ¢ Shipman, Cobb, Collamer, Constable, 
Culver, Daniel, Garrett Davis, Delano, Dockery, 
Dromgoole, Faran, Ficklin, Fries, Giles, Gordon, 
Hamiin, Haralson, Harmanson, Hilliard, Hoge, 
Hough, Hudson, Charles J. Ingersoil, Jenkins, 
Jas. LH. Johnson, George W. Jones, Leake, Leib, 
Levin, Maclay, MeClernand, MeDowell, MeHen- 
ry, Marsh, Bb. Martin, Mosely, Niven, Norris, 
Payne, Pendleton, Relfe, Rhett, Root, Schenck, 
Seddon, L. H. Simms, C. B. Smith, Robt. Smith, 
‘Taylor, Toombs, Vance, Vinton, Wilmot—62. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Arnold, Ashmun, 
Atkinson, Baker, Barringer, Bedinger, Bell, Ben- 
ton, Jas. A. Black, Brinkerhotf, Brodhead, Miiton 
Brown, Butlington, Burt, William W. Campbell, 
John H. Campbell, Catheart, John G. Chapman, 
Augustus A. Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Clarke, 
Cocke, Colin, Cranston, Crozier, Cullom, Cum- 
mins, Cunningham, Darragh, De Moit, Dilling- 
ham, Dixon, Dobbin, Douglass, Dunlap, Edsail, 
Ellsworth, Erdman, Kwing, Foot, Foster, Garvin, 
Gentry, Giddings, Goodyear, Graham, Grider, 
Grinnell, Grover, Hampton, Harper, Henley, 
Herrick, Isaac E. Holmes, Hopkins, John W. 
Houston, George 8S. Houston, Edmund W. Hub- 
ard, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hungerford, W. Hunt, 
James B. Hunt, Hunter, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jo- 
seph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Seaborn Jones, 
Kennedy, Daniel P. King, Preston King, Thomas 
Butler King, Lawrence, Lewis, Ligon, Long, 
Lumpkin, McClean, McClelland, MeConnell, Me- 
Crate, McGaughey, Mclivaine, McKay, John P. 
Martin, Morris, Morse, Moulton, Owen, Parish, 
Perrill, Perry, Pettit, Pollock, Ramsey, Rathbun, 
Reid, Ritter, Julius Rockwell, J. A. Rockwell, 

tunk, Russell, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scammon, Sea- 

man, Severance, A. D. Sims, Simpson, T. Smith, 
Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, Stanton, Starkwea- 
ther, Stephens, Stewart, St. John, Strohm, Strong, 
Sykes, Thibodeaux, Thomasson, Benj. Thomp- 
son, Jas. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Tibbatts, 
Tilden, Treadway, ‘Trumbo, Wentworth, Whea- 
ton, White, Wick, Williams, Winthrop, Wood, 
Woodruff, Woodward, Woodworth, Wright, 
Yell, Young, Yost—143. 

So the House rejected the amendment, and re- 
fused to strike out the one hour rule. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, of Alabama, moved to amend 
the resolution of Mr. McDowe .t, so as to adopt 
the rules of the last Congress as they stood at the 
first session thereof. [The difference consists in 
the rule prohibiting the reception of abolition peti- 
tions; which rule was abolished in the latter part 
of last session. } 

And, on this amendment, Mr. C. demanded the 
previous question. 

But the CHAIR reminding him that under the 
law of Parliament (which alone would prevail 
until the adoption of positive rules of order) the 
effect of the previous question would be to cut off 
all amendments, and consequently the gentleman’s 
own— 

Mr. CHAPMAN withdrew the call. 

Mr. McDOWELL inquired of the Chair what 
rule prevailed during the former part of the last 
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session which did not prevail during the latter part 
of it? 

The CHAIR directed the Clerk to read the 21st 
rule, prohibiting the reception of abolition peti- 
tions, as follows: 

#91. No petition, memorial, resolution, or other 
* paper praying the abolition of slavery in the Dis- 
‘ trict of Columbia or any State or Territory, or the 
‘ glave-trade between the States or Territories of the 
‘United States in which it now exists, shall be re- 
‘ ceived by this House, or entertained in any way 
‘ whatever.” 

Mr. TILDEN and Mr. HUNT of New York 
demanded the yeas and nays, which were ordered; 
and, being taken, resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, 
tarringer, Bayly, Bedinger, Bell, James A. Black, 
towlin, Boyd, Milton Brown, William G. Brown, 
Burt, Cabell, John G. Chapman, Augustus A. 
Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Chipman, 
Clarke, Cobb, Cocke, Constable, Cullom, Daniel, 
Garrett Davis, Dobbin, Dockery, Douglass, Drom- 
goole, Faran, Ficklin, Giles, Graham, Haralson, 
Harmanson, Hilliard, Hloge, Isaae E. Holmes, 
{lopkins, George 8. Houston, KE. W. Hubard, 
Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph Johnson, 
Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Secaborn 
Jones, Thomas B. King, Leake, Ligon, Long, 
Lumpkin, McClean, MeClernand, McConnell, 
McHenry, McKay, John P. Martin, Barclay 
Martin, Norris, Payne, Pendleton, Perry, Price, 
Reid, Relfe, Rhett, Seddon, A. D. Sims, L. H. 
Simms, Simpson, Robert Smith, Stanton, Ste- 
yhens, Taylor, Jacob ‘Thompson, Toombs, 'Tib- 
one Treadway, Trumbo, Wilmot, Woodward, 
Yancey, Yell—s4. 

N AYS—M« SSrs. Abbott, John Q. Adams, An- 
derson, Arnold, Ashmun, Baker, Benton, James 
Black, Blanchard, Brinkerhoftf, Brodhead, Buf- 
fington, W. W. Campbell, J. H. Campbell, Cath- 


cart, Collamer, Colin, Cranston, Crozier, Culver, 


Cunningham, Darragh, Delano, De Mott, Dilling- , 


ham, Dixon, Dunlap, Ellsworth, Erdman, Ewing, 
Foot, Foster, Fries, Garvin, Gentry, Giddings, 
Goodyear, Gordon, Grider, Grinnell, Grover, 
Hamlin, Hampton, Harper, Henley, Herrick, 
Elias B. Holmes, Hough, John W. Houston, 
Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, Hungerford,Wash- 
ington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Joseph R. Inger- 
soll, Jenkins, James 11. Johnson, Kennedy, Da- 
niel P. King, Preston King, Lawrence, Lewis, 
Levin, Maclay, MeClelland, MeCrate, McDowell, 
McGaughey, Mellvaine, Marsh, Miller, Morris, 
Moseley, Moulton, Niven, Owen, Parish, Perrill, 
Pollock, Ramsey, Rathbun, Ritter, Julius Rock- 
well, John A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Russell, 
Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scammon, Schenck, Seaman, 
Severance, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Thomas 
Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Starkweather, Stewart, 
St. John, Strohm, Sykes, Thibodeaux, Thomas- 
son, Benjamin Thompson, James Thompson, 'Til- 
den, Vance, Vinton, Wentworth, White, Wick, 
Wheaton, Williams, Winthrop, Wood, Wood- 
ruff, Woodworth, Wright, Young, Yost—121. 

So the amendment of Mr. Cuarpman was re- 
jected, 

And the question again recurring on the resolu- 
tion of Mr. MeDowe Lt, 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, said that, 
with a view to harmonise the House at once, and 
get rid of all difficulty, he would move to amend 
the resolution of Mr. McDowe t, by striking out 
all after the word ** resolved,’’ and insert the fol- 
lowing: 

‘That the rules of the House of Representa- 

tives, as they existed at the close of the last ses- 
sion of Congress, be for the present adopted as 
the rules of this House; and that a committee be 
appointed to revise the rules, and report to this 
* [louse such alterations and amendments as may 
* be deemed advisable.”’ ; 

And the question being taken, the amendment 
was agreed to. 

The question then recurring on the resolution 
of Mr. McDoweE tt, as amended— 

Mr. PAYNE offered an amendment, providing 
that the hour rule should not apply to discussions 
on any bills for the raising of revenue either in 
committee or in the House. 

Mr. HAMLIN raised a question of orderagainst 
the amendment; which being sustained by the 
SPEAKER, the amendment was not received. © 

And then the resolution of Mr. McDowet, as 
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So it was resolved, that the rules of the House 


of Representatives, as they existed at the close of | 


the last session of Congress, be for the present 
adopted as the rules of this House; and that a 
committee be appointed to revise the rules, and to 


report to the House such alterations and amend- | 


ments as may be deemed advisable. 


HOUR OF MEETING. 

On motion of Mr. BRODHEAD, it was 

Resolved, ‘That the daily hour to which this 
House shall stand adjourned be twelve o'clock, 
M., until otherwise ordered. 

SEATS OF THE MEMBERS. 

Mr. COBB offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That the Clerk of this House, unme- 
diately after the passage of this resolution, place 


ina box the name of each member of the House | 


of Representatives upon a separate piece of paper; 
that he then proceed, in the presence of the House, 
to draw from said box, one at atime, the said 
pieces of paper, and as each is drawn he shall an- 
nounce the name of the member upon it, who shall 
then choose his seat for the present session. 

Mr. C. observed, in support of this resolution, 
that the present mode of bone seats in the Hall 
was productive of some unfairness, and not a little 
confusion. It frequently happened that there were 
conflicting claims to the same seat, which there 
was no ready mode of determining. ‘The adop- 
tion of this resolution would settle the mode in an 
easy and equitable manner, and would avoid all 
difficulty for the future. All that could be re- 
quired of any member was, that he should be at 
his post when the session commenced; and if he 
was there, ready to attend to his public duty, his 
chance for a good seat ought not to be superseded 


because other gentlemen chose to come to the seat | 


of Government before Congress sat and put their 
names upon the best seats. Let all who were in 


their places on the first day of the session have an | 
equal chance of obtaining an eligible situation in | 


the Hall. 
Pending this resolution— 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, December 2, 1845. 
The journal of yesterday having been read, 
The Senate proceeded to consider the following 


resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. Speicur. 


Resolved, ‘Chat a committee be appointed, jointly 
with such committee as may be appointed by the 
House of Representatives, to wait on the Presi- 
dent of the United States, and inform him that 
quorums of both Houses have assembled, and that 
Congress is ready to receive any communication 
he may be pleased to make. 

The resolution having been considered and 
agreed to, : 

It was ordered that the appointment of said 
committee, on the part of the Senate, be made by 
the Chair ; and 

Messrs. Spericut and Upnam were then ap- 
pointed. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, informing the Senate that a quo- 
rum of the House had assembled, had elected 
Joun W. Davis, of Indiana, its Speaker, and was 
now ready to proceed to business ; also, that the 
House had passed a joint resolution appointing 
a committee on their part to wait on the Presi- 
dent of the United States, and requested the con- 
currence of the Senate therein; and that the House 
had appointed a committee. 

Mr. SPEIGHT suggested whether it might not 
be proper to reconsider the decision by which the 
Senate had just adopted a similar resolution, and 
to take up the joint resolution communicated to 
the Senate from the House. 

‘The CHAIR regarded the action of the Senate 


on its own resolution, as a sufficient concurrence | 


with the House, and that it was not necessary to 
reconsider its decision. 


CLASSIFICATION OF FLORIDA SENATORS. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration | 


of the following resolution, submitted yesterday 


| by Mr. Sevier : 


Resolved, That the Senate proceed to ascertain 
the classes in which the Senators from the State 


Dec. 2, 


| the Constitution requires ; that the Secretary put 


into the ballot-box two papers of equal size, on. 
of which shall be numbered two, and one of 
which shall be numbered three, and each Senatoy 
shall draw one out; and the Senator who shal! 
draw the paper numbered two, shail be inserted 


in the class of Senators whose terms of servico 


will expire the 3d day of March, 1849; and the 
Senator who shall draw the paper numbered three 
shall be inserted in the class of Senators whose 
terms of service will expire the 3d day of Mare), 
135]. 

Mr. ARCHER stated that the suggestion made 
by the Senator from Mississippi yesterday, on the 
subject of the first class of Senators, was wel} 
founded, as he had ascertained on inquiry. It ap- 
peared that the first class had already its full pro- 
portion of Senators. He would therefore waive 
the objection he had made on the introduction of 
the resolution, and he hoped it would be adopted 

The resolution was then agreed to. 

The Secretary of the Senate then placed two 
ballots in the ballot-box, as prescribed by the re- 
solution, and the two Senators from Florida ap- 
proaching the table, Mr. Levy drew forth the pa- 
per marked number three. 

Mr. Levy, therefore, is assigned to the class of 
Senators whose term of service will expire in 
1851, and Mr. Westcorrt is assigned to the class 
of Senators whose term of service will expire jn 
1849. : 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, pursuant to notice, asked 
leave to introduce the following bills: 

A bill to provide for the improvement of the 
navigation of the rivers Ohio, Mississippi, Mis- 
souri, and Arkansas. 

A bill to authorize the purchase of stock in the 
Louisville and Portland Canal Company. 

These bills were severally read a first time. 

Mr. BREESE gave notice that he should to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce certain bills, the 
title of which he read. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE gave notice that he should 
to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill, the title of 
which he read. 

Mr. BREESE submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which lies one day on the table: 

Resolved, That so much of the 34th rule as re- 
quires the appointment of the several standing 
committees by ballot, at the present session be 
suspended, and that the appointment be made by 
the President of the Senate. 

Mr. HANNEGAN gave notice that he should 
to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill for the 
continuation of the Cumberland road through the 
States of Ohio, Indiana, and [linois. 

Mr. SPEIGHT, from the jolt committee ap- 
pointed to wait on the President of the United 
States, reported, that the committee had performed 
the duty assigned to them, and that the President 
had replied that he would make a communication 
to Congress forthwith. 

’ 


PRESIDENT S MESSAGE. 


The following Message from the President of 
the United States was received by the hands of 
Mr. Walker, his Private Secretary, and read: 


Fellow-Citizens of the Senate 
and House of Representatives : 

It is to me a source of unafiected satisfaction to 
meet the Representatives of the States and the peo- 
ple in Congress assembled, as it will be to receive 
the aid of their combined wisdom in the adminis- 
tration of public affairs. In performing, for the 
first time, the duty imposed on me by the consti- 
tution, of giving to you information of the state ot 
the Union, and recommending to your considers- 
tion such measures as in my judgment are neces- 
sary and expedient, Lam happy that I can con- 
gratulate you on the continued prosperity of our 
country. Under the blessings of Divine Provi- 
dence and the benign influence of our free institu- , 
tions, it stands before the world a spectacle of ns- 
tional happiness. . 

With our unexampled advancement in all the 
elements of national greatness, the affection of the 
people is confirmed for the union of the States, and 
for the doctrines of popular liberty, which lie at 


' the foundation of our government. 


It becomes us, in humility, to make our devout 
acknowledgments to the Supreme Ruler of the 


Universe for the inestimable civil and religious 


_of Florida shall be inserted, in conformity to the || blessings with which we are favored. 


amended by Mr. Houmgs, was adopted. ‘resolution of the 14th day of May, 1789, and as) In calling the attention of Congress to our rela- 
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1845. 
Gone with foreign Powers, Iam gratified to be able 
to state, that though with some of them there have 
existed since your last session serious causes of 
irritation and misunderstanding, yet no actual hos- 
tilities have taken place. Adopting the maxim in 
the conduct of our foreign affairs, to ** ask nothing 
that is not right, and submit to nothing that is 
wrong,” it has been my anxious desire to preserve 
peace with all nations ; but, at the same time, to be 
wrepared to resist aggression, and to maintain all 
our just rights. aa = 

In pursuance of the joint resolution of Congress, 
«for annexing Texas to the United States,’? my 
yredecessor, on the third day of March, 1845, 
elected to submit the first and second sections of 
that resolution to the republic of Texas, as an 
overture, on the part of the United States, for her 
admission as a State into our Union. This elec- 
tion I approved, and accordingly the chargé d’af- 
faires of the United States in Texas, under instruc- 
tions of the tenth of March, 1845, presented these 
sections of the resolution for the acceptance of that 
republic. The executive government, the Con- 
cress, and the people of Texas in convention, have 
successively complied with all the terms and con- 
ditions of the joint resolution. A constitution for 
the government of the State of Texas, formed by 
a convention of deputies, is herewith laid before 
Congress. It is well known, also, that the people 
of Texas at the polls have accepted the terms of 
annexation, and ratified the constitution. 

I communicate to Congress the correspondence 
between the Secretary of State and our chargé 
d’affaires in Texas; and also the correspondence of 
the latter with the authorities of Texas ; together 
with the official documents transmitted by him to 
his own government. 

The terms of annexation which were offered by 
the United States having been accepted by Texas, 
the public faith of both parties is solemnly pledged 
to the compact of their union. Nothing remains 
to consummate the event but the passage of an act 
by Congress to admit the State of Texas into the 
Union upon an equal footing with the original 
States. Strong reasons exist why this should be 
done at an early period of the session. It will be 
observed that, by the constitution of Texas, the 
existing government is only continued temporarily 
ull Congress can act; and that the third Monday 


of the present month is the day appointed for | 


holding the first general election. On that day a 
governor, a lieutenant governor, and both branches 
of the legislature, will be chosen by the people. 
The President of Texas is required, immediately 


after the receipt of official information that the new | 
State has been admitted into our Union by Con- | 


gress, to convene the legislature ; and, upon its’ | 
meeting, the existing government will be superse- | 


ded, and the State government organized. Ques- 

sions deeply interesting to Texas, in common with 
- ; 

the other States; the extension of our revenue laws 


and judicial system over her people and territory, | 


as well as measures of a local character, will claim | 


the early attention of Congress ; and, therefore, 
upon every principle of republican government, she 


ought to be represented in that body without un- 
necessary delay. I cannot too earnestly recom- | 


mend prompt action on this important subject. 
As soon as the act to admit Texas as a State 
shall be passed, the union of the two republics will 


be consummated by their own voluntary consent. || 


less 


to produce the result. 


in the victory. We have not sought to extend our 


‘erritorial possessions by conquest, or our repub- 


lican institutions over a reluctant people. It was 
the deliberate hom: 


principle of our federative union. 

. ‘! we consider the extent of territory involved 
in the annexation—its prospective influence on 
America—the ryo2ns by which it has been accom- 


plished, spr zing purely from the choice of the 
people the: 


lenged to furnish a parallel. 
aa : Jurisdiction of the United States, which at 
Ormation of the federal constitution was 


bounded b the St. Marv’ i 
passed the Capes of Fl ary’s, on the Atlantic, has 


extended to the Del Norte. 
grandeur of this event 
that the result w 
matic interferenc 


In contemplating the 


as achieved in despite of the diplo- 
e of European monarchies. Even 


elves to share the blessings of our | 


This accession to our territory has been a blood- | 


{ 


achievement. No arm of force has been raised \\ 
The sword has had no part | 


|| to afford such protection and defence. 


ge of each people to the great || deemed it proper, as a precautionary measure, to 


, it is not to be forgotten | 
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France—the country which had been our ancient 
ally—the country which has a common interest 
with us in maintaining the freedom of the seas— 
the country which, by the cession of Louisiana, 
first opened to us access to the Gulf of Mexiceo— 
the country with which we have been every year 
drawing more and more closely the bonds of sue- 
cessful commerce—most unexpecte dly, and to our 
unfeigned regret, took part in an efiort to prevent 
annexation, and to impose on ‘Texas, as a condi- 
tion of the recognition of her independence by 
Mexico, that she would never join herself to the 
United States. We may rejoice that the tranquil 
and pervading influence of the American principle 
of sidectaenzaaah was sufficient to defeat the pur- 
poses of British and French interference, and that 
the almost unanimous voice of the people of Texas 
has given to that interference a peaceful and eflee- 
tive rebuke. From this example European gov- 
ernments may learn how vain diplomatic arts and 
intrigues must ever prove upon this continent 
against that system of self-government which 
seems natural to our soil, and which will ever re- 
sist foreign interference. , 

Towards Texas, | do not doubt that a liberal 
and generous spirit will actuate Congress in all 
that concerns her interests and prosperity, and 
that she will never have cause to regret that she 
has united her ‘lone star’’ to our glorious constel- 
lation. 

I regret to inforin you that our relations with 
Mexico, since your last session, have not been 
of the amicable character which it is our desire to 
cultivate with all foreign nations. On the sixth 
day of March last, the Mexican Envoy Extraordi- 
nary and Minister Plenipotentiary to the United 
States made a formal protest, in the name of his 
government, against the joint resolution passed by 
Congress ‘*‘ for the annexation of Texas to the 
United States,’? which he chose to regard as a vio- 
lation of the rights of Mexico, and, in conse- 
quence of it, he demanded his passports. He was 
informed that the government of the United States 
did not consider this joint resolution as a violation 
of any of the rights of Mexico, or that it afforded 
any just cause of offence to his government ; that 
the Republic of Texas was an independent Power, 
owing no allegiance to Mexico, oad constituting no 
part of her territory or rightful sovereignty and 
jurisdiction. He was also assured that it was the 
sincere desire of this government to maintain with 
that of Mexico relations of peace and good under- 
standing. That functionary, however, notwith- 
standing these representations and assurances, ab- 
ruptly terminated his mission, and shortly after- 
wards left the country. Our Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary to Mexico was re- 
fused all official intercourse with that government, 
and, after remaining several months, by the per- 
miasion of his own government, he returned to the 
United States. Thus, by the acts of Mexico, all 
diplomatic intercourse between the two countries 
was suspended. 

Since that time Mexico has, until recently, oc- 


_cupied an attitude of hostility towards the United 


States—has been marshalling and organizing ar- 
mies, issuing proclamations, and avowing the in- 
tention to make war on the United States, either 
by an open declaration, or by invading Texas. 
Both the Congress and Convention of the people 
of Texas invited this Government-to send an army 


into that territory, to protect and defend them |! 


against the menaced attack. The moment the 
terms of annexation offered by the United States 
were accepted by Texas, the latter became so far 
a part of our own country as to make it our duty 
I therefore 


order a strong squadron to the coasts of Mexico, 


| and to concentrate an efficient military force on the 


| western frontier of Texas. 


Our army was order- 


| ed to take position in the country between the 


'| Nueces and the Del Norte, and to repel any inva- 
' sion of the Texian territory which might be at- 


inion,—the history of the world may be chal- || tempted by the Mexican forces. 


Our squadron in 


| the gulf was ordered to co-operate with the army. 


| 


orida, and been peacefully | 


But though our army and navy were placed ina 
osition to defend our own, and the rights of 
exas, they were ordered to commit no act of 

hostility against Mexico, unless she declared war, 

or was herself the aggressor by striking the first 
blow. The result has been, that Mexico has 
made no aggressive movement, and our military 


and naval commanders have executed their orders 
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with such discretion that the peace of the two re- 
publies has not been dinvarbed. 
‘Texas had declared her independence, and main- 
tained it by her arms for more than nine years. 
She has had an organized government in success- 
ful operation during that period. Her separate 
existence, as an independent State, had been recog- 
nised by the United States and the principal 
Powers of Europe. Treaties of commerce and 
navigation had been concluded with her by ditlerent 
nations, and it had become manifest to the whole 
world that any further attempt on the part of 
Mexico to conquer her, or overthrow her govern- 
ment, would be vain. Even Mexico herself had 
become satisfied of this fact ; and whilst the ques- 
tion of annexation was pending before the people 
of ‘Texas, during the past summer, the govern- 
ment of Mexico, by a formal act, agreed to recog- 
nise the independence of ‘Texas, on condition that 
she would not annex herself to any other Power. 
The agreement to acknowledge the independence 
of ‘Texas, whether with or without this condition, 
is conclusive against Mexico. The independence 
of Texas is a fact conceded by Mexico herself, 
and she had no right or authority to prescribe re- 
strictions as to the form of government which 
Texas might afterwards choose to assume. 
But though Mexico cannot complain of the 
United States on account of the annexation of 
‘Texas, it is to be regretted that serious causes of 
misunderstanding between the two countries con- 
tinne to exist, growing out of unredressed injuries 
inflicted by the Mexican authorities and people 
on the persons and property of citizens of the 
United States, throuch a long series of years. 
Mexico hes admitted these injuries, but has ne- 
glected and refused to repair them. Such was the 
character of the wrongs, and such the insults re- 
peatedly offered to American citizens and the 
American flag by Mexico, m palpable violation of 
the laws of nations and the treaty between the 
two countries of the fifth of April, 1831, that they 
have been repeatedly brought to the notice of Con- 
gress by my predecessors. As early as the eighth 
of February, 1837, the President of the United 
States declared, in a message to Congress, that 
‘the length of time since some of the injuries 
have been committed, the repeated and unavailing 
applications for redress, the wanton character of 
some of the outrages upon the persons and pro- 
perty of our citizens, upon the officers and flag of 
the United States, independent of recent insults to 
this government and people by the late Extraor- 
dinary Mexican Minister, would justify in the 
eyes of all nations immediate war.’’ He did not, 
however, recommend an immediate resort to this 
extreme measure, which, he declared, ‘* should 
not be used by just and generous nations, confi- 
ding in their streneth, for injuries committed, if it 
can be honorably avoided;”’ but, in a spirit of for- 
bearance, proposed that another demand be made 
on Mexico for that redress which had been so 
long and unjustly withheld. In these views, com- 
mittees of the two Houses of Congress, in reports 
made to their respective bodies, concurred. Bince 
these proceedings more than eight years have 
elapsed, during which, in addition to the wrongs 
then complained of, others of an aggravated cha- 
racter have been committed on the persons and 
| property of our citizens. A special agent was 
sent to Mexico in the summer of 1838, with full 
authority to make another and final demand for 
| redress. The demand was made; the Mexican 
government promised to repair the wrongs of 
_ which we complained; and after much delay, a 
| treaty of indemnity with that view was concluded 
| between the two Powers on the eleventh of April, 

1839, and was duly ratified by both governments. 

3y this treaty a joint commission was created to 
‘adjudicate and decide on tie ciaims of American 
citizens on the government of Mexico. The com- 
| mission was organized at Washington on the 
| twenty-fifth day of August, 1840. Their time 
was limited to eighteen months; at the expiration 
of which, they had adjudicated and decided 
‘claims amounting to two millions twenty-six 
| thousand one hundred and thirty-nine dollars and 
sixty-eight cents in favor of citizens of the United 
States against the Mexican government, leaving a 
large amount of claims undecided. Of the latter, 
the American commissioners had decided in favor 
of our citizens claims amounting te nine hundred 
and twenty-eight thousand six hundred and twen- 
|) ty-seven dollars and eighty-eight cents, which 
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were left unacted on by the umpire authorized by 
the treaty. Still further claims, amounting to be- 
tween three and four millions of dollars, were sub- 
mitted to the board too late to be considered, and 
were left undisposed of. The sum of two mil- 
lions twenty-six thousand one hundred and thirty- 
nine dollars and sixty-eight cents, decided by the 
board, was a liquidated and ascertained debt due 
by Mexico to the claimants, and there was no 
justifiable reason for delaying its payment accord- 
ing to the terms of the treaty. It was not, how- 
ever, paid, Mexico applied for further indul- 
gence; and, in that spirit of liberality and for- 
hearance which has ever marked the policy of the 
United States towards that republic, the request 
was granted; and, on the thirtieth of January, 
1843, a new treaty was concluded. By this treaty 
it was provided, that the interest due on the 
awards in favor of claimants under the conven- 
tion of the eleventh of April, 1839, should be paid 
on the thirtieth of April, 1843; and that ‘the 
principal of the said awards, and the interest 
urising thereon, shall be paid in five years, in 
equal instalments every three months; the said 
term of five years to commence on the thirtieth 
day of April, 1843, as aforesaid.’’ The interest 
due on the thirtieth day of April, 1843, and the 
three first of the twenty instalments, have been 
pad, Seventeen of these instalments re main un- 
paid, seven of which are now due. 

The claims which were left undecided by the 
joint commission, amounting to more than three 
millions of dollars, together with other claims for 
spoliations on the property of our citizens, were 
subsequentiy presented to the Mexican govern- 
ment for payment, and were so far recognised 
that a treaty, providing for their examination and 
settlement by a joint commission, was concluded 
and signed at Mexico on the twentieth day of No- 
vember, 1843. This treaty was ratified by the 
United States, with certain amendments, to which 
no just exception could have been taken; but it 
has not yet received the ratification of the Mexi- 
can government. In the meantime, our citizens 
who suffered great losses, and some of whom 
have been reduced from affluence to bankruptey, 
are without remedy, unless their rights be en- 
foreed by their government. continued 
and unprovoked series of wrones could never have 
been tolerated by the United States, had they been 
committed by one of the principal nations of Eu- 
rope, Mexico was, however, a neighboring sister 
republic, which, following our example, had 
achieved her independence, and for whose success 
and prosperity all our sympathies were early en- 
listed. The United States were the first to recog- 
nise her independence, and to receive her into the 
family of nations, and have ever been desirous of 
cultivating with her a good understanding. We 
have, therefore, borne the repeated wrongs she has 
committed, with great patience, in the hope that a 
returning sense of justice would ultimately guide 
her councils, and that we might, if possible, hono- 
rably avoid any hostile collision with her. 

Without the previous authority of Congress, the 
Executive possessed no power to adopt or enforce 
adequate remedies for the injuries we had suffered, 
or to do more than be prepared to repel the threat- 
ened aggression on the partof Mexico. After our 
army and navy had remained on the fronuer and 
coasts of Mexico for many weeks, without any 
hosule movement on her part, though her menaces 
were continued, I deemed it important to put an 
end, if possible, to this state of things. With this 
view, I caused steps to be taken, in the month of 
September last, to ascertain distinctly, and in an 
authentic form, what the designs of the Mexican 
government were; whether it was their intention 
to declare war, or invade Texas, or whether they 
were disposed to adjust and settle, in an amicable 
manner, the pending differences between the two 
countries, On the ninth of November an official 
answer was received, that the Mexican govern- 
ment consented to renew the diplomatic relations 
which had been suspended in March last, and for 
that purpose were willing to accredit a minister 
from the United States. With a sincere desire to 
preserve peace, and restore relations of good un- 
derstanding between the two republics, | waived 
all ceremony as to the manner of renewing diplo- 
matic Intercourse between them ; and, assuming 
the initiative, on the tenth of November a distin- 
guished citizen of Louisiana was appointed Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to 
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Mexico, clothed with full powers to adjust, and 
definitively settle, all pending differences between 
the two countries, including those of boundary 
between Mexico and the State of Texas. The 
minister aepointed has set out on his mission, and 
is probably by this time near the Mexican capital. 
He has been instructed to bring the negotiation 
with which he is charged to a conclusion at the 
earliest practicable period ; which, it is expected, 
will be in time to enable me to communicate the 
result to Congress during the present session. Un- 
til that result is known, | forbear to recommend to 
Congress such ulterior measures of redress for the 
wrongs and injuries we have so long borne, as it 
would have been proper to make had no such ne- 
gotiation been instituted. 

Congress appropriated, at the last session, the 
sum of two hundred and seventy-five thousand 
dollars for the payment of the April and July in- 
stalments of the Mexican indemnities for the year 
1844: ** Provided it shall be ascertained to the 
satisfaction of the American government that said 
instalments have been paid by the Mexican gov- 
ernment to the agent appointed by the United 
States to receive the same, in such manner as to 
discharge all claim on the Mexican government, 
and said agent to be delinquent in remitting the 
money to the United States.” 

The unsettled state of our relations with Mexico 
has involved this subject in much mystery. The 
first information, in an authentic form, from the 
agent of the United States, appointed under the 
administration of my predecessor, was received at 
the State Department on the ninth of November 
last. This is contained in a letter, dated the se- 
venteenth of October, addressed by him to one of 
our citizens then in Mexico, with the view of hav- 
ing itcommunicated to that department. From 
this it appears that the agent, on the twentieth of 
September, 1844, gave a receipt to the treasury of 
Mexico for the amount of the April and July in- 
stalments of the indemnity. In the same commu- 
nication, however, he asserts that he had not re- 
ceived a single dollar in cash ; but that he holds 
such securities as warranted him at the time in 
viving the receipt, and entertains no doubt but that 
he will eventually obtain the money. As these 
instalments appear never to have been actually 
paid by the government of Mexico to the agent, 
and as that government has not therefore been re- 
leased so as to discharge the claim, I do not feel 
myself warranted in directing payment to be made 
to the claimants out of the treasury, without fur- 
ther legislation. ‘Their case is, undoubtedly, one 
of much hardship ; and it remains for Congress to 
decide whether any, and what, relief ought to be 
eranted to them. Our minister to Mexico has 
been instructed to ascertain the facts of the case 
from the Mexican government, in an authentic 
and official form, and report the result with as 
little delay as possible. 

My attention was early directed to the negotia- 
tion which, on the fourth of March last, I found 
pending at Washington between the United States 
and Great Britain, on the subject of the Oregon 
territory. ‘Three several attempts had been pre- 
viously made to settle the questions in dispute be- 
tween the two countries, by negotiation, upon the 
principle of compromise; but each had proved un- 
successful. 

These negotiations took place at London, in the 
years 1818, 1824, and 1826; the two first under 
the administration of Mr. Monroe, and the last 
under that of Mr. Adams. The negotiation of 
1818 having failed to accomplish its object, result- 
ed in the convention of the twentieth of October of 
that year. By the third article of that convention, 
it was “agreed, that any country that may be 
claimed by either party on the northwest coast of 
America, westward of the Stony mountains, shall, 
together with its harbors, bays, and creeks, and 


the navigation of all rivers within the same, be | 


free and open for the term of ten years from the 
date of the signature of the present convention, to 
the vessels, citizens, and subjects of the two Pow- 
ers ; it being well understood that this agreement 
is not to be construed to the prejudice of any claim 
which either of the two high contracting parties 
may have to any part of the said country, nor shall 


it be taken to affect the claims of any other Power | 


or State to any part of the said country; the only 
object of the high-contracting parties in that re- 
spect being, to prevent disputes and differences 
among themselves.”’ 


Dec. 2, 
The negotiation of 1824 was productive 
result, and the convention of 1818 was |e 
changed. 

The negotiation of 1826, having also failed ;, 
effect an adjustment by compromise, resulied 
the convention of August the sixth, 1827, hy 
which it was agreed to continue in force, for - 
indefinite period, the provisions of the third ay. 
cle of the convention of the twentieth of Octobe, 
1818; and it was further provided, that «jt shall 
be competent, however, to either of the contrac:. 
ing parties, in case either should think fit, at ayy 
time after the twentieth of October, 1828, on oj. 
ing due notice of twelve months to the other coy. 
tracting party, to annul and abrogate this conve. 
tion ; and it shall, in such case, be accordingly 
entirely annulled and abrogated after the expir. 
tion of the said term of notice.” In these »: 
tempts to adjust the controversy, the paralle] of 
the forty-ninth degree of north latitude had been 
offered by the United States to Great Britain, 
and in those of 1818 and 1826, with a further eo). 
cession of the free navigation of the Columbia 
river south of that latitude. The parallel of tie 
forty-ninth degree, from the Rocky mountains jy 
its intersection with the northeasternmost braneh 
of the Columbia, and thence down the channel of 
that river to the sea, had been offered by Grea: 

sritain, with an addition of a small detached te, 

ritory north of the Columbia. Each of thes 
propositions had been rejected by the parties ye- 
spectively. 

In October, 1843, the Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary of the United Stars 
in London was authorized to make a similar oer 
to those made in 1818 and 1826. Thus stood the 
question when the negotiation was shortly afier. 
wards transferred to Washington; and, on tly 
twenty-third of August, 1844, was formally open. 
ed, under the direction of my immediate prede- 
cessor. Like all the previous negotiations, it wis 
based upon principles of ‘‘compromise ;”’ and the 
avowed purpose of the parties was, * to treat of 


of no 


ft un- 


in 


the respective claims of the two countries to tly 
Oregon territory, with the view to establish a per- 
manent boundary between them westward of the 
Rocky mountains to the Pacific ocean.’’ Aceori- 
ingly, on the twenty-sixth of August, 1844, the 
British plenipotentiary offered to divide the Or- 
gon territory by the forty-ninth parallel of north 
latitude, from the Rocky mountains to the pout 
of its intersection with the northeasternmost 
branch of the Columbia river, and thence down 
that river to the sea; leaving the free navigation 
of the river to be enjoyed in common by both 
parties—the country south of this line to belong 
to the United States, and that north of it to Great 
Britain. At the same time, he proposed, in addi- 
tion, to yield to the United States a detached ter- 
ritory, north of the Columbia, extending along 
the Pacific and the Straits of Fuca, from Bulfinch's 
harbor inclusive, to Hood’s canal, and to make 
free to the United States any port or ports south 
of latitude forty-nine degrees, which they might 
desire, either on the main land, or on Quadra and 
Vancouver’s Island. With the exception of the 
free ports, this was the same offer which had beer 
made by the British, and rejected by the Americaa 
government in the negotiation of 1826. Tis 
proposition was properly rejected by the Amer 
ean plenipotentiary on the day it was submitted, 
This was the only proposition of compromise 0'- 
fered by the British plenipotentiary. The prop 
sition on the part of Great Britain having been re 
jected, the British plenipotentiary requested that 
a proposal should be made by the United States 
for ‘an equitable adjustment of the question. 
When I came into office, I found this to be the 
state of the negotiation. Though entertaining te 
settled conviction, that the British pretensions ° 
title could not be maintained to any portion 
the Oregon territory upon any principle of public 
law recognised by nations; yet, in deference 0 
what had been done by my predecessors, and ¢ 
pecially in consideration that propositions of ¢0!- 
promise had been thrice made by two prece 
ing administrations, to adjust the question on the 
parallel of forty-nine degrees, and in two of the . 
yielding to Great Britain the free navigation ° 
the Columbia, and that the pending negotlaue? 
had been commenced on the basis of comprom's® 
I deemed it to be my duty not abruptly to bree 
it off. In consideration, too, that under the co” 
ventions of 1818 and 7827, the citizens and su 
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1845. 
jects of the two Powers held a joint occupancy 
‘of the country, I was induced to make another 
effort to settle this long-pending controversy in the 
spirit of moderation which had given birth to the 
yenewed discussion. A proposition was accord- 
ingly made, which was rejected by the British 
Jenipotentiary, who, | without submitting any 
other proposition, suffered the negotiation on his 
part to drop, expressing his trust that the United 
States would offer what he saw fit to call <‘ some 
further proposal for the settlement of the Oregon 
question, more consistent with fairness and equity, 
and with the reasonable expectations of the British 
Government.”” The proposition thus offered and 
rejected repeated the offer of the parallel of forty- 
nine degrees of north latitude, which had been 
made by two preceding administrations, but w ith- 
out proposing to surrender to Great iritain, as 
they had done, the free navigation ef the Colum- 
bia river. The right of any foreign Power to the 
free navigation of any of our rivers, through the 
heart of our country, was one which I was un- 
willing to concede, It also embraced a prevision 
to make free to Great Britain any port or ports on 
the cap of Quadra and Vancouver’s Island, south 
of this parallel. Had this been a new question, 
eoming under discussion for the first time, this 
proposition would not have been made. The ex- 
wraordinary and wholly inadmissible demands of 
the British government, and the rejection of the 
proposition made in deference alone to what had 
been done by my predecessors, and the implied 
obligation which their acts seemed to impose, af- 
ford satisfactory evidence that no compromise 
which the United States ought to accept, can be 
eflected. With this conviction, the preposition of 
compromise which had been made and rejected, 
was, by my direction, subsequently withdrawn, 
and our title to the whole Oregon territory asserted, 
and, as is believed, maintained by irrefragabie facts 
and arguments. 

The civilized world will see in these proceedings 
a spirit of liberal concession on the part of the 
United States ; and this government will be re- 
lieved from all responsibility which may follow the 
failure to settle the controversy. 

All attempts at compromise having failed, it be- 
comes the duty of Congress to consider what mea- 
sures it may be proper to adopt for the security 
and protection of our citizens now inhabiting, or 
who may hereafter inhabit Oregon, and for the 
maintenance of our just title to that territory. In 
\dopting measures for this purpose, care should 
be taken that nothing be done to violate the stipu- 
lations of the convention of 1827, which is still in 
foree. The faith of treaties, in their letter and 
spirit, has ever been, and, 1 trust, will ever be, 
scrupulously observed by the United States. Un- 
der that convention, a year’s notice is required to 
be given by either party to the other, before the 
joit occupancy shall terminate, and before either 
can rightfully assert or exercise exclusive jurisdic- 
ton over any portion of the territory. This notice 
it would, in my judgment, be proper to give; and 
Jrecommend that provision be made by law for 
giving it accordingly, and terminating, in this man- 
ner, the convention of the sixth of August, 1827. 

It will become proper for Congress to determine 
what legislation they can, in the mean time, adopt 
without violating this convention. Beyond all 
question, the protection of our laws and our juris- 
diction, civil and criminal, ought to be imme- 
diately extended over our citizens in Oregon 
They have had just cause to complain of our long 
neglect in this particular, and have, in conse- 
quence, been compelled, for their own security 
and protection, to establish a provisional govern- 
ment for themselves. Strong in their allegiance 
and ardent in their attachment to the United States, 
they have been thus cast upon their own resources. 

hey are anxious that our laws should be extend- 
ed over them, and I recommend that this be done 
by Congress with as little delay as possible, in the 
full extent to which the British Parliament have 
proceeded in regard to British subjects in that ter- 
ritory, by their act of July the second, 1821, * for 
regulating the fur-trade, and establishing a crimi- 
nal and civil jurisdiction within certain parts of 
North America.” By this act Great Britain ex- 
tended her laws and jurisdiction, civil and crimi- 
nal, over her subjects engaged in the fur-trade in 
that territory. By it, the courts of the province 
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of Upper Canada were empowered to take cogni- | 
zance of causes civil and criminal. Justices of , convention. 


the peace and other judicial officers were autho- 
rized to be appointed in Oregon, with power to 
execute ail process issuing from the courts of that 
province, and to ‘sit and hold courts of record 
for the trial of criminal offences and misdemea- 
nors,’’ not made the subject of capital punishment, 
and also of civil cases, where the cause of action 
shall not ** exceed in value the amount or sum of 
two hundred pounds.” 

Subsequent to the date of this act of Parliament, 
a crant was made from the ** British crown’? to 
the Hudson’s Bay Company, of the exclusive 
trade with the Indian tribes in the Oregon territo- 
ry, subject to a reservation that it shall not operate 
to the exclusion * of the subjects of any foreign 
States who, under or by force of any convention 
for the time being, between us and such foreien 
States respectively, may be entitled to, and shall 
be engaged in, the said trade.”’ 

It is much to be regretted that, while under this 
act British subjects have enjoyed the protection 
of British laws and British “judicial tribunals 
throughout the whole of Oregon, American citi- 
zens, in the same territory, have enjoyed no such 
protection from their goverument. At the same 
time, the result illustrates the character of our peo- 
ple and their institutions. In spite of this neglect, 
they have multiplied, and their number is rapidly 
increasing in that territory. ‘They have made no 
appeal to arms, but have peacefully fortified them- 
selves in their new homes, by the adoption of re- 
publican institutions for themselves ; furnishing 
another example of the truth that self-government 
is inherent in the American breast, and must pre- 
vail. It is due to them that they should be em- 
braced and protected by our laws. 

It is deemed important that our laws regulating 
trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes east of 
the Rocky mountains, should be extended to such 
tribes as dwell beyond them. 

The increasing emigration to Orecon, and the 
eare and protection which is due from the govern- 
ment to its citizens in that distant region, make it 
our duty, as it is our interest, to cultivate amicable 
relations with the Indian tribes of that territory. 
For this purpose, T recommend that provision be 
made for establishing an Indian agency, and such 
sub-agencies as may he deemed necessary, beyond 
the Rocky mountains. : 

For the protection of emigrants whilst on their 
way to Oregon, against the attacks of the Indinn 
tribes occupying the country through which they 
pass, [ recommend that a suitable number of 
stockades and block-house forts be erected alone 
the usual route between our frontier settlements 
on the Missouri and the Rocky mountains; and 
that an adequate force of mounted riflemen be 
raised to guard and protect them on their journey. 
The immediate adoption of these recommendations 
by Congress will not violate the provisions of the 
existing treaty. It will be doing nothing more for 
American citizens than British laws have long 
since done for British subjects in the same territory. 

It requires several months to perform the voyage 
by sea from the Atlantic States to Oregon; and al- 
though we have a large number of whale ships in 
the Pacific, but few of them afford an opportunity 
of interchanging intelligence, without great delay, 
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between our settlements in that distant region and | 


the United States. An overland mail is believed 
to be entirely practicable; and the importance of es- 
tablishing such a mail, at least once a month, is sub- 
mitted to the favorable consideration of Congress. 
It is submitted to the wisdom of Congress to de- 
termine whether, at their present session, and until 
after the expiration of the year’s notice, any other 
measures may be adopted, consistently with the 
convention of 1827, for the security of our rights, 
and the government and protection of our citizens 
in Oregon. That it will ultimately be wise and 
proper to make liberal grants of land to the patrio- 
tic pioneers, who, amidst privations and dangers, 
lead the way through savage tribes inhabiting the 
vast wilderness intervening between our frontier 
settlements and Oregon, and who cultivate, and 
are ever ready to defend the soil, I am fully satis- 
fied. ‘To doubt whether they will obtain such 
grants as soon as the convention between the 
United States and Great Britain shall have ceased 


to exist, would be to doubt the justice of Con- | 


gress; but, pending the year’s notice, it is worthy 


of consideration whether a stipulation to this effect | 


may be made, consistently with the spirit of that |, 
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The recommendations which I have made, as to 
the best manner of securing our rights in Oregon, 
are submitted to Congress with great deference. 
Should they, in their wisdom, devise any other 
mode better calculated to accomplish the same ob- 
ject, it shall meet with my hearty concurrence. 

At the end of the year’s notice, should Congress 
think it proper to make provision for giving that 
notice, we shall have reached a period when the 
national rights in Oregon must either be abandon- 
ed or firmly maintained. That they cannot be 
abandoned without e sacrifice of both national 
honor and interest, is too clear to admit of doubt. 

Oregon is a part of the North American conti- 
nent, to which it is confidently affirmed, the title 
of the United States is the best now. in existence. 
For the grounds on which that title rests, I refer 
you to the correspondence of the late and present 
Secretary of State with the British plenipotentiary 
during the negotiation. The British proposition 
of compromise, which would make the Columbia 
the line south of forty-nine degrees, with a trifling 
addition of detached territory to the United States, 
north of that river, and would leave on the British 
side two-thirds of the whole Oregon territory, in- 
cluding the free navigation of the Columbia and 
all the valuable harbors on the Pacific, ean never, 
for a moment be entertained, by the United States, 
without an abandonment of their just and clear ter- 
ritorial rights, their own selt-respect, and the national 
honor. For the information of Congress, | com- 
municate herewith the correspondence which took 
place hetween the two governments during the late 
hegotration, 

The rapel extension of our settlements over our 
territories heretofore unoccupied; the addition of 
new States to our confederacy; the expansion of 
free principles, and our rising greatness as a na- 
tion, are attracting the attention of the Powers of 
Europe ; and lately the doctrine has been broached 
in some of them, of a * balance of power’’ on this 
continent, to check our advancement. The United 
States, sincerely desirous of preserving relations 
of good understanding with all nations, cannot in 
silence permit any European interference on the 
North American continent ; and should any such 
interference be attempted, will be ready to resist it 
at any and all hazards, 

It is well known to the American people and to 
all nations, that this government has never inter- 
fered with the relations subsisting between other 
gvovernments. We have never made ourselves 
jairties to their wars or their alliances ; we have 
not sought their territories by conquest ; we have 
not mingled with parties in their domestic strug- 
eles: and believing our own form of government to 
be the best, we have never attempted to propagate 
it by intrigues, by diplomacy, or by force. We 
may claim on this continent a like exemption from 
European interference. The nations of America 
are equally sovereign and independent with those 
of Europe. They possess the same rights, inde- 
pendent of all foreign interposition, to make war, 
to conclude peace, and to regulate their internal af- 
fairs. The people of the United States cannot, 
therefore, view with indiflerence attempts of Eu- 
ropean Powers to interfere with the independent 
action of the nations on this continent. ‘The Ame- 
rican system of government is entirely different 
from that of Europe. Jealousy among the differ- 
ent sovereigns of Europe, lest any one of them 
might become too powerful for the rest, has caused 
them anxiously to desire the establishment of what 
they term the * balance of power.’’ It cannot be 
permitted to have any application on the North 
American continent, and especially to the United 
States. We must ever maintain the principle, that 
the people of this continent alone have the right to 
decide their own destiny. Should any portion of 
them, constituting an independent State, propose to 
unite themselves with our confederacy, this will be 
a question for them and us to determine, without 
any foreign interposition. We can never consent 
that European Powers shall interfere to prevent 
such a union because it might disturb the ** ba- 
lance of power’? which they may desire to main- 
tain upon this continent. Near a quarter of a cen- 
tury ago, the principle was distinctly announced to 
the world in the annual message of one of my pre- 
decessors, that ‘* the American continents, by the 
free and independent condition which they have 
assumed and maintain, are henceforth not to be 
considered as subjects for future colonization by 
any European Power.’’ This principle will apply 
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with greatly increased force, should any European 
Power attempt to establish any new colony in 
North America. In the existing circumstances of 
the world, the present is dee med a proper occasion 
to reiterate and reaffirm the principle avowed by 
Mr. Monroe, and to state my cordial concurrence 
in its wisdom and sound policy. The reassertion 
of this principle, « specially in reference to North 
America, is at this day but the promulgation ofa 
policy which no European Power should cherish 
ixisting rights of every 
European nauon ¢ hould be respected; but itis due 
alike to our safety and our interests, that the effi- 
cient protection of our laws should |} 


the disposition to reset, 


he extende d 
over our whole territorial limits, and that tt should 
be distinctly announced to the world as our settled 
wlicy, that no future European colony or domin- 
ion shall, with our consent, be planted or establish- 
ed on any part of the North American continent. 

A question has recently arisen under the tenth 
article of the subsisting treaty between the United 
States and Prussia. By this article, the consuls of 
the two countries have the right to sit as judges 
and arbitrators “in such differences as may arise 
between the captains and crews of the vessels be- 
longing to the nation whose int-- «sts are committed 
to their charge, without the interference of the lo- 
cal authorities, unless the conduct of the crews or 
of the captain should disturb the order or tran- 
quillity of the country ; or the said consuls should 
require their assistance to cause their decisions to 
be carried into effect or supported.”’ 

The Prussian consul at New Bedford, in June, 
1844, applied to Mr. Justice Story to carry into 
effect a decision made by him between the captain 
and crew of the Prussian ship Borussia ; but the 
request was refused, on the ground that, without 
previous legislation by Congress, the judiciary did 
not possess the power to give effect to this article 
of the treaty. The Prussian Government, throurh 
their Minister here, have complained of this viola- 
tion of the treaty, and have asked the government 
of the United States to adopt the necessary meas- 
ures to prevent similar violations hereafter. Good 


faith to Prussia, as well as to other nations with 
whom we have similar treaty stipulations, requires 
that these should be faithfully observed. 


1 have 
deemed it proper, therefore, to lay the subject be- 
fore Congress, and to recommend such legislation 
as may be necessary to give effect to these treaty 
obligations. 

By virtue of an arrangement made between the 
Spanish government and that of the United States, 
in December, 1831, American vessels, since the 
twenty-ninth of April, 1832, have been admitied 
to entry in the ports of Spain, including those of 
the Balearic and Canary Islands, on payment of 
the same tonnage duty of five cents per ton as 
though they had been Spanish vessels ; and this, 
whether our vessels arrive in Spain directly from 
the United States, or indirectly from any other 
country. When Congress, by the act of the thir- 
teenth of July, 1832, gave effect to this arrange- 
ment between the two governments, they confined 
the reduction of tonnage duty merely to Spanish 
vessels ** coming from a port in Spain,” leaving 
the former discriminating duty to remain against 
such vessels coming from a port in any other coun- 
try. Itis manifestly unjust that, whist American 
vessels, arriving in the ports of Spain from other 
countries, pay no more duty than Spanish vessels, 
Spanish vessels arriving in the ports of the United 
States from other countries should be subjected to 
heavy discriminating tonnage duties. This is 
neither equality nor reciprocity, and is in violation 
of the arrangement concluded in December, 1831, 
between the two countries. The Spanish govern- 
ment have made repeated and earnest remonstran- 
ces against this inequality, and the favorable atten- 
tion of Congress has been several times invoked 
to the subject by my predecessors. I recommend, 
as an act of justice to Spain, that this inequality 
be removed by Congress, and that the discrimina- 
ting duties which have been levied under the act 
of the thirteenth of July, 1832, on Spanish vessels 
coming to the United States from any other foreign 
country, be refunded. This recommendation does 
not embrace Spanish vessels arriving in the United 
States from Cuba and Porto Rico, which will still 
remain subject to the provisions of the act of June 
30th, 1834, concerning tonnage-duty on such vessels, 

By the act of the Mth of July, 1832, coffee was 
exempted from duty altogether. This exemption 
was universal, without reference to the country 


Dec. 2, 
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where it was produced, or the national character |, de Janeiro on his passage, the state of his health 
|| had become so critical, that, by the advice of his 


of the vessel in which it was imported. By the 
tariff act of the thirtieth of August, 1842, this 
exemption from duty was restricted to coflee im- 


|| States early in the month of October last. 


ported in American vessels from the place of its || 
production; whilst coffee imported under all other | 
circumstances was subjected to a duty of twenty 


per cent, ad valorem. 
sting treaty with the King of the Netherlands, 
Java coilee imported from the European ports of 
that kingdom into the United States, whether in 
Dutch or American vessels, now pays this rate of 
duty. 


Under this act, and our ex- | 


plains that such a discriminating duty should have || 


been imposed on coffee, the production of one of 
its colonies, and which is chiefly brought from 


Java to the ports of that kingdom, and exported | 


from thence to foreign countries. Our trade with 


the Netherlands is highly beneficial to both coun- } 
tries, and our relations with them have ever been | 


of the most friendly character. Under all the cir- 
cumstances of the case, | recommend that this dis- 
crimination should be abolished, and that the cof- 


tee of Java imported from the Netherlands be 


placed upon the same footing with that imported | 
directly from Brazil and other countries where it is | 


produced. 

Under the eizhth section of the tariff act of the 
thirtieth of August, 1842, a duty of fifteen cents 
per gallon was imposed on Port wine in casks; 
while, on the red wines of several other countries, 
when imported in casks, a duty of only six cents 
per gallon was imposed. ‘This discrimination, so 


far as revarded the Port wine of Portugal, was | 


deemed a violation of our treaty with that Power, 
which provides that ** no higher or other duties 
shall be imposed on the importation into the Uni- 


ted States of America of any article the growth, | 


produce, or manufacture of the kingdom and pos- 


sessions of Portugal, than such as are or shall be | 


payable on the like article being the growth, pro- | 


duce, or manufacture of any other foreign coun- | 


try.”’ Accordingly, to give effect to the treaty, as 
well as to the intention of Congress, expressed in 
a proviso to the tariff act itself, that nothing therein 
contained should be so construed as to interfere 
with subsisting treaties with foreign nations, a 


treasury circular was issued on the sixteenth of | 
July, 1844, which, among other things, declared | 


the duty on the Port wine of Portugal, in casks, 
under the existing laws and treaty, to be six cents 
per gallon, and directed that the excess of duties 


which had been collected on such wine should be | 


refunded. By virtue of another clause in the same 
section of the act, it is provided that all imitations 


of Port, or any other wines, ‘ shall be subject to | 


the duty provided for the genuine article.’’ Imi- 


tations of Port wine, the production of France, are | 


imported to some extent into the United States; 
and the government of that country now claims 
that, under a correct construction of the act, these 
imitations ought not to pay a higher duty than 
that imposed upon the original Port wine of Por- 
tugal. It appears to me to be unequal and unjust, 
hat French imitations of Port wine should be sub- 
jected to a duty of fifteen cents, while the more 
valuable article from Portugal should pay a duty 
of six cents only per gallon. I therefore recom- 


mend to Congress such legislation as may be ne- | 


cessary to correct the inequality. 

The late President, in his annual message of 
December last, recommended an appropriation to 
satisfy the claims of the Texian government against 


ff -« . . : 
the United States, which had been previously ad- | 


justed, so far as the powers of the Executive ex- 
tend. These claims arose out of the aci of dis- 


arming a body of Texian troops under the com- | 


mand of Major Snively, by an officer in the service 


of the United States, acting under the orders of | 
our government; and the forcible entry into the | 


custom-house at Bryarly’s Landing, on Red river, 
by certain citizens of the United States, and taking 


away therefrom the goods seized by the collector | 
of the customs as forfeited under the laws of Tex- | 
This was a liquidated debt, ascertained to be | 


Her |! 


as. 
due to Texas when an independent state. 
acceptance of the terms of annexation proposed by 


the United States does not discharge or invalidate | 


the claim. 
for its payment. 
Ihe commissioner appointed to China during 


I recommend that provision be made | 


the special session of the Senate in March last | 


shortly afterwards set out on his mission in the 
United States ship Columbus. On arriving at Rio 


| 


| hundred and seventy-six dollars. 


| the 


medical attendants, he returned to the United 


Com. 
modore Biddle, commanding the East India squad - 


ron, proceeded on his voyage in the Columbus, 
and was charged by the commissioner wiih the 
duty of exchanging with the proper authorities 
the ratifications of the treaty lately concluded with 
the Emperor of China. Since the return of the 
commissioner to the United States, his health has 


’ || been much improved, and he entertains the conf- 
The government of the Netherlands com- | 


dent belief that he will soon be able to proceed oy 
his mission. 

Unfortunately, differences eontinue to exist 
among some of the nations of South America, 
which, following our example, have established 
their independence, while in ethers internal dissey- 
sions prevail. Itis natural that our sympathies 
should be warmly enlisted for their welfare ; that 
we should desire that all controversies between 
them should be amicably adjusted, and their eo- 
vernments administered in a manner to protect the 
rights, and promote the prosperity of their people. 
It is contrary, however, to our settled policy, to 
interfere in their controversies, whether externa! 
or internal. 

I have thus adverted to all the subjects connect- 
ed with our foreign relations to which I deem it 
necessary to call your attention. Our policy is 
not only peace with all, but good will towards al} 
the Powers of the earth. While we are just to 
all, we require that all shall be just to us. Ex- 
cepting the differences with Mexico and Great 
Britain, our relations with all civilized nations are 
of the most satisfactory character. It is hoped 
that in this enlightened age, these differences may 
be amicably adjusted. : 

The Secretary of the Treasury, in his annua! 
report t9 Congress, will communicate a full state- 
ment of the condition of our finances The im- 
ports for the fiscal year ending on the thirtieth of 
June last, were of the value of one hundred and 
seventeen millions two hundred and fifty-four 
thousand five hundred and sixty-four dollars, of 
which the amount exported was fifteen millions 
three hundred and forty-six thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirty dollars—leaving a balance of one 
hundred and one millions nine hundred and seven 
thousand seven hundred and thirty-four dollars 
for domestic consumption. The exports for the 
same year were of the value of one hundred and 
fourteen millions six hundred and forty-six thou- 
sand six hundred and six dollars; of which, the 
amount of domestic articles was ninety-nine mil- 
lions two hundred and ninety-nine thousand seven 
The receipts 
into the treasury during the same year were twen- 
ty-nine millions seven hundred and sixty-nine 
thousand one hundred and thirty-three dollars and 
fifty-six cents; of which, there were derived from 
customs, twenty-seven millions five hundred and 


| twenty-eight thousand one hundred and twelve 


dollars and seventy cents; from sales of public 
lands, two millions seventy-seven thousand and 
twenty-two dollars and thirty cents; and from in- 
cidental and miscellaneous sources, one hundred 
and sixty-three thousand nine hundred and ninety- 
eight dollars and fifty-six cents. The expendi- 


| tures for the same period were twenty-nine mil- 


lions nine hundred and sixty-eight thousand two 
hundred and six dollars and ninety-eight cents; of 
which, eight millions five hundred and eighty-eight 
thousand one hundred and fifty-seven dollars and 
sixty-two cents were applied to the payment of 
public debt. The balance in the treasury on 
the first of July last, was seven millions six hun- 
dred and fifty-eight thousand three hundred and 
six dollars and twenty-two cents. i 
The amount of the public debt remaining un 


'| paid on the first of October last, was seventeen 


millions seventy-five thousand four hundred and 
forty-five dollars and fifty-two cents. Further 
payments of the public debt would have been 
made, in anticipation of the period of its reim- 
bursement under the authority conferred upon the 
Secretary of the Treasury by the acts of July 


| twenty-first, 1841, and of April fifteenth, 1842, 


and March third, 1843, had not the unsettled state 
of our relations with Mexico menaced hostile col- 
lision with that power. In view of such a con- 
tingency, it was deemed prudent to retain in the 
treasury an amount unusually large for ordinary 


purposes. 
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A few years ago, our whole national debt, grow- 
ine out of the Revolution and the war of 1812 
with Great Britain, was extinguished, and we pre- 
cented to the world the rare and noble spectacle of 
a great and growing people who had fully dis- 
charged every obligation. Since that time, the ex- 
isting debt has been contracted ; and small as it 
is, in comparison with the similar burdens of most 
other nations, it should be extinguished at the 
earliest practicable period. Should the state of the 
country permit, and, especially, if our foreign re- 
lations interpose no obstacle, it is contemplated to 
apply all the moneys in the treasury as they ac- 
crue beyond what is required for the appropria- 
tions by Congress, to its liquidation. I cherish 
the hope of soon being able to congratulate the 
country on its recovering once more the lofty po- 
sition which it so recently occupied. Our country, 
which exhibits to the world the benefits of self- 
government, In developing all the sources of na- 
tional prosperity, owes to mankind the permanent 
example of a nation free from the blighting influ- 
ence of a public debt. F 

The attention of Congress is invited to the im- 
portance of making suitable modifications and re- 
ductions of the rates of duty imposed by our pre- 
sent tariff laws. The object of imposing duties 
on imports should be to raise revenue to pay the 
necessary expenses of government. Congress may 
undoubtedly, in the exercise of a sound discre- 
tion, discriminate in arranging the rates of duty on 
different articles ; but the discriminations should 
be within the revenue standard, and be made with 
the view to raise money for the support of govern- 
ment. 

It becomes important to understand distinctly 
what is meant by a revenue standard, the maxi- 
mum of which should not be exceeded in the rates 
of duty imposed, Itis conceded, and experience 
proves, that duties may be laid so high as to di- 
minish, or prohibit altogether, the importation of 
any given article, and thereby lessen or destroy 
the revenue which, at lower rates, would be de- 
rived from its importation. Such duties exceed 
the revenue rates, and are not imposed to raise 
money for the support of government. If Con- 
gress levy a duty, for revenue, of one per cent. on 
a given article, it will produce a given amount of 
money to the treasury, and will incidentally and 
necessarily afford protection, or advantage, to the 
amount of one per cent. to the home manufactu- 
rer of a similar or like article over the importer. 
If the duty be raised to ten per cent., it will pro- 
duce a greater amount of money, and afford 
greater protection. If it be still raised to twenty, 
twenty-five, or thirty per cent., and if, as it is 
raised, the revenue derived from it is found to be 
increased, the protection or advantage will also be 
increased ; but if it be raised to thirty-one per 
cent., and it is found that the revenue produced at 
that rate is less than at thirty per cent., it ceases 
to bea revenue duty. The precise point in the 


| may select the objects of taxation. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 





the taxing power, and for purposes of revenue 
They may 
exempt certain articles altogether, and permit 
their importation free of duty. On others they 
may impose low duties. In these classes should 
be embraced such articles of necessity as are in 
general use, and especially such as are consumed 
by the laborer and the poor, as well as by the 
wealthy citizen. Care should be taken that all 
the great interests of the country, including manu- 
factures, agriculture, commerce, navigation, and 
the mechanic arts, should, as far as may be prac- 
ticable, derive equal advantages from the ineiden- 
tal protection which a just system of revenue du- 
ties may afford. ‘Taxation, direct or indirect, is 


' a burden, and it should be so imposed as to ope- 


ascending scale of duties at which it is ascertained | 


trom experience that the revenue is greatest, is the 
maximum rate of duty which can be laid for the 
bona fide purpose of collecting money for the sup- 
port of government. 
than that point, and thereby diminish the amount 
collected, is to levy them for protection merely, 
and not for revenue. As long, then, as Congress 


To raise the duties higher | 


may gradually increase the rate of duty on a given | 


article, and the revenue is increased by such in- 


crease of duty, they are within the revenue stand- | 


= _ When they go beyond that point, and, as 
they increase the duties, the revenue is diminished 
or destroyed, the act ceases to have for its object 


18 for protection merely. 

at Seen not follow that Congress should oe 
‘i uighest duty on all articles of import whic 
‘ey will bear within the revenue standard; for 
such rates would probably produce a much 
larger amount than the economical administration 


of the government would require. Nor does it | 


follow that the duties on all articles should be at | 


the same, or a horizontal rate. Some articles will 
bear a much 


higher revenue duty than others, | 


Below the maximum of the revenue standard | 


Congress ae and ought to discriminate in the 
rates Imposed, taking care so to adjust them on 
different articles as to produce in the aggregate the 


’mount which, when added to the proceeds of | 
sales of public lands, may be needed to pay the | 


economical expenses of the government 





proportion 


| necessarily 


rate as equally as may be, on all classes, in the 
of their ability to bear it. ‘To make 
power an actual benefit to one class, 
increases the burden of the others be- 
yond their proportion, and would be manifestly 
unjust. The terms ‘‘protection to domestic m- 
dustry,’’ are of popular import; but they should 
apply under a just system to all the various 
branches of industry in our country. ‘The farm- 
er or planter who toils yearly in his fields, is en- 
gaged in *‘domestic industry,’’ and ts as much en- 
titled to have his labor ‘*protected,’’ as the manu- 
facturer, the man of commerce, the navigator, or 
the mechanic, who are engaged also in **domestic 
industry,’’ in their different pursuits. ‘The joint 
labors of all these classes constitute the aggregate 
of the ‘‘domestic industry”’ of the nation, and 
they are equally entitled to the nation’s ‘*protec- 
tion.’’? No one of them can justly claim to be the 
exclusive recipients of ‘‘protection,’? which can 
only be afforded by increasing burdens on the 
‘domestic industry”’ of the others, 

If these views be correct, it remains to inquire 
how far the tariff act of 1842 is consistent with 
them. That many of the provisions of that act 
are in violation of the cardinal principles here laid 
down, all must ecncede. The rates of duty im- 
posed by it on some articles are prohibitory, and 
on others so high as greatly to diminish importa- 
tions, and to produce a less amount of revenue-than 
would be derived from lower rates. They operate 
as ** protection merely,’’ to one branch of * do- 
mestic industry,” by taxing other branches. 

By the introduction of minimums, or assumed 
and false values, and by the imposition of specific 
duties, the injustice and inequality of the act of 
1842, in its practical operations on different classes 
and pursuits, are seen and felt. Many of the op- 
pressive duties imposed by it under the operation 
of these principles, range from one per cent. to 
more than two hundred per cent. They are pro- 
hibitory on some articles, and partially so on 
others, and bear most heavily on articles of com- 
mon necessity, and but lightly on articles of 
luxury. Itis so framed that much the greatest 
burden which it imposes is thrown on labor 
and the poorer classes who are least able to bear 
it, while it protects capital and ars 3M the rich 
from paying their just proportion of the taxation 
required for the support of government. While 


the taxing 


it protects the capital of the wealthy manufacturer, 


and increases his profits, it does not benefit the 


operatives or laborers in his employment, whose 


wages have not been increased by it. Articles 


| of prime necessity or of coarse quality and low 


price, used by the masses of the people, are, in 
many instances, subjected by it to heavy taxes, 
while articles of finer quality and higher price, or 


tr || of wen which can be used only by the opulent, | 
the raising of money to support government, but | y 


are lightly taxed. It imposes heavy and unjust 


| burdens on the farmer, the planter, the commer- 
cial man, and those of all other pursuits except | 


the capitalist who has made his investments in 
manufactures. All the great interests of the coun- 
try are not, as nearly as may be practicable, 
equally protected by it. 


The government in theory knows no distinction 


of persons or classes, and should not bestow upon | 


some favors and privileges which all others may 
notenjoy. It was the purpose of its illustrious 
founders to base the institutions which they reared 
upon the great and unchanging principles of jus- 
tice and equity, conscious that if administered in 
the spirit in which they were conceived, they would 
be felt only by the Sensiie which they diffused, 
and would secure for themselves a defence in the 
hearts of the people, more powerful than standing 


In levying a tariff of duties, Congress exercise | 
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armies, and all the means and appliances invented 
to sustain governments framed in injustice and 
oppression. 

The well-known fact that the tariff act of 1842 
was passed by a majority of one vote in the Se- 
nate, and two in the House of Representatives, 
and that some of those who felt themselves con- 
strained, under the peculiar circumstances existing 
at the time, to vote in its favor, proclaimed its de- 
fects, and expressed their determination to aid in 
its modification on the first opportunity, atlords 
strong and conclusive evidence that it was not in- 
tended to be permanent, and of the expediency 
and necessity of its thorough revision. 

In recommending to Congress a reduction of 
the present rates of duty, ari a revision and modi- 
fication of the act of 1842, 1 am fur from enter- 
iaining opinions unfriendly to the manufacturers, 
On the contrary, I desire to see them prosperous, 
as far as they can be so, without imposing une- 
qual burdens on other interests. ‘The advantage 
under any system of indirect taxation, even with- 
in the revenue standard, must be in faver of the 
manufacturing interest ; and of this no other in- 
terest will complain. 

I recommend to Congress the abolition of the 
minimum principle, or assumed, arbitrary, and 
false values, and of specific duties, and the substi- 
tution in their place of ad valorem duties, as the 
fairest and most equitable indirect tax which can 
be imposed. By the ad ralorem principle, all ar- 
ticles are taxed according to their cost or value, 
and those which are of inferior quality, or of 
small cost, bear only the just proportion of the 
tax with those which are of superior quality or 
greater cost. The articles consumed by ail are 
taxed at the same rate. A system of ad valorem 
revenue duties, with proper discriminations and 
proper guards against frauds in collecting them, it 
is not doubted, will afford ample incidental advan- 
tages to the manufacturers, and enable them to 
derive as great profits as can be derived from any 
other regular business. It is believed that such a 
system, strictly within the revenue standard, will 
place the manufacturing interests on a stable foot- 
ing, and inure to their permanent advantage ; while 
it will, as nearly as may be practicable, ev‘end to 
all the great interests of the country the incidental 
protection which can be afforded by our revenue 
laws. Such a system, when once firmly estab- 
lished, would be permanent, and not be subject to 
the constant complaints, agitations, and changes 
which must ever occur when duties are not laid 
for revenue, but for the ‘* protection merely”’ of a 
favored interest, 

In the deliberations of Congress on this subject, 
it is hoped that a spirit of mutual concession and 
compromise between conflicting interests may pre- 
vail, and that the result of their labors may be 
crowned with the happiest consequences. é 

By the constitution of the United States, it is 
provided that **no money shall be drawn from 
the treasury but in consequence of appropriations 
made by law."’ A public treasury was undoubt- 
edly contemplated and intended to be created, in 
which the public money should be kept from the 

eriod of collection until needed for public uses. 
In the collection and disbursement of the public 
money no agencies have ever been employed by 
law, except such as were appointed by the covern- 
ment, directly responsible to it, and under its con- 
trol. The safe-keeping of the public money should 
| be confided to a public treasury created by law, 
and under like responsibility and control. It is 
not to be imagined that the framers of the consti- 
tution could have intended that a treasury should 
be created as a place of deposite and safe-keeping 
of the public money which was irresponsible to 
the government. The first Congress under the 
constitution, by the act of the second September, 
| 1789, ‘* to establish the Treasury Department,’’ 
| provided for the appointment of a treasurer, and 
| made it his duty ** to receive and keep the moneys 
of the United States,’’ and * at all times to submit 
to the Secretary of the Treasury and the Comp- 
troller, or either of them, the inspection of the 
/ moneys in his hands.” 

That banks, National or State, could not have 
been intended to be used as a substitute for the 
treasury spoken of in the constitution, as keepers 

| of the public money, is manifest from the fact that 
at tiat time there was no National bank, and but 
| three or four State banks of limited capital existed 
ji in the country. Their employment as deposito- 


10 


ries was at first resorted to, to a limited extent, 
but with no avowed intention of continuing them 
permane ntly, in place of the treasury of the con- 
stitution. When the y were afterwards from time 
to time employed, it was from motives of suppose ad 
convenience, 

Our experience has shown, that when banking 
corporations have been the keepers of the public 
money, and been thereby made in effect the trea- 
sury, the government can have no guaranty that it 
can command the use of its own money for public 
Bank of the United States 
The State banks which 
were afterwards employed, were ftuthless. Buta 
few years ago, with milfions of public money in 
their keeping, the government was brought almost 
to bankruptey, and the public credit serious ly in- 
paired, because of their ‘inability or indisposition 
to pay, on demand, to the pub lic creditors, in the 
ouly “currency recognised b V the constitution. 
"Thew failure occurred in a period of peace, and 
great inconvenience and loss were suffered by the 
public froma. Had the country been involved in 
i foreign war, that inconvenience and loss would 
have been inuch greater, and might have resulted 
public calamity. ‘The public money 
should not be mingled with the pleats 

wiks or individuals, or be used for private purpo- 

When it is placed in 
me, it i in e 


wee 


proved to be faithless, 


rp 
purposes, Ihe 
I 


in extreme 


banks for sef 
flect loaned to 
terest, and is loaned by 


e keep- 
them without in- 
them upon interest to 
them. ‘The publte money 
banking capital, and is used and 
loaned out for the private profit of bank stockhold- 
ers: and when called for, was the case in 
1837,) it may be in the pockets of the borrowers 
from the banks, instead of being in the public trea- 
sury contemplated | y the The fra- 
mers of the constitution could never have intended 
that the money pad into the treasury should be 
thus converted to private use, and placed beyond 
the control of the eovernment. 

Lanks which hold the money are often 
tempted, by a desire of gain, to extend their lo: ANS, 


the borrowers from 
Is converted Into 


(as 


consutution, 


pu bhie 


increase their circulation, and thus sumulate, if not 
produce a Spirit of speculation and extravagance, 
which sooner or later must result in ruin to thou- 
If the public money be not permitted to be 
thus used, but Me kept in the treasury and paid out 
to the publie « reditors in gold and : __ r, the temp- 
tation afforded by its with banks to an 
undue expansion of their business would be check- 
ed, while the amount of the constitutional currency 
left in etreulation would em- 
ployment public collections and disburse- 
ments, and the banks themselves would, 


quence, | 


sands, 
de posite 


be enlarged, by its 
in the 
in conse- 
e ~~ in a safer and sounder condition. 
\t present, State banks are employed as depo- 
sitories, but w rahe adequate regulation of law, 
whereby the public money can be secured against 
the eae alties and excesses, revulsions, suspen- 
stons, and defaleations, to which, from over-issues, 
overtrading, an inordinate desire for gain, or other 
causes, they The Secre- 
tary of the Tre asury has in all cases, when it was 
practicable, taken collateral security for the amount 
which they hold, by the pledge of stocks of the 
pited States, or such of the States as were in 
Some of the deposite banks have 
riven this description of security, and others have 
ecline d to do sO, 


are constantly exposed. 


ood eredit, 


entertaining the opinion that * the separation of 


the moneys of the government from b: anking insti- 
tutions is indispensable for the safety of the funds 

of the government and the rights of the people, ‘| 
recommend to Congress that provision be made by 
law for such separation, and that a constitutions ul 
treasury be created for the safe-keeping of the pub- 
le money. ‘The constitutional treasury recom- 
mended is designed as a secure depository for the 
public money, without any power to make loans 
or discounts, or to issue any paper whatever as a 
currency or circulation. 1 cannot doubt that such 
a treasury as was contemplated by the constitu- 
tion should be independent of all banking orpora- 
tions. ‘The mone of the people should be kept 
in the treasury of the people created by law, and 
be in the custody of agents of the people chosen 
hy themselves, according to the forms of the con- 
stuituuon; agents who are directly re sponsil le to 
the government, who are under adequate bonds 
and oaths, and who are subject to severe punish- 
ments for anv embezzleme nt, prive ate use, or mis- 


application ot the public funds, and for any failure 


funds of 
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in alee respects to perforin their duties, To say 
that the people or their government are incompe- 
tent, or not to be trusted with the custody of their 
own money, in their own treasury, provided by 
themselves, but must rely on the presidents, cé ush- 
iers, and stockholders of banking corporations not 
appointed by them, nor responsible to them, would 
be to concede that they are incompetent for self- 
government. 

In recommending the establishment of a consti- 
eo treasury, in which the public money shall 

be kept, I desire that adequate provision be made 
by law for its safety, and that all executive discre- 
tion or control over it shall be removed, except 
such as may be necessary in directing its disburse- 
me - in pursuance aera made by law. 

Under our present land system, limiting the min- 
imum price at which the public lands can be enter- 
ed to one dollar and twe nty-five cents per acre, 
large quantities of lands of inferior quality remain 
unsold, because they will not command that price. 
From the records of the General Land Office it 
appears, that of the public lands remaining unsold 
in the several States and Territories in which they 
are situated, thirty-nine millions one hundred and 
five thousand five hundred and seventy-seven 
acres have been in the market, subject to entry 
more than twenty years; forty-nine millions six 
hundred and thirty-eight thousand six hundred 
and forty-four acres for more than fifteen years; 
seventy-three millions seventy-four thousand and 
six hundred acres for more than ten years; and 
one hundred and six millions one hundred and 
seventy-six thousand nine hundred and sixty-one 
acres for more than five years. Much the largest 
portion of these lands will continue to be unsale- 
able at the minimum price at which they are per- 
mitted to be sold, so lone as large territories of 
lands from which the more valuable portions have 
not been selected are annually brought into mar- 
ket by the government. With the view to the 
sale and settlement of these inferior lands, I re- 
i nd that the price be graduated and re duc ed 
below the present minimum rate, confining the 
sales at the reduced prices to settlers and cultiva- 
tors, in limited quantities. If graduated and re- 
duced in price for a limited term to one dollar per 
acre, and after the expiration of that period for a 
second and third term to lower rates, a large por- 
tion of these lands would be purchased, and many 
worthy citizens, who are unable to pay higher 
rates, could pure hase homes for themselves and 
their families. By adopting the policy of gradua- 
tion and reduction of price, these inferior lands 
will be sold for their real value, while the States in 
which they lie will be freed from the inconveni- 
ence, if not injustice, to which they are subjected, 
in consequence of the United States continuing to 
own large quantities of public lands within their 
borders, not liable to taxation for the support of 
their local governments. 

[ recommend the continuance of the policy of 
granting pre-emptions, in its most liberal extent, to 
all those who have settled, or may hereafter settle, 
on the public lands, whether surveyed or unsur- 
veyed, to which the Indian title may have been ex- 
tincuished at the time of settlement. It has been 
found by experience, that in consequence of com- 
binations of purchasers and other causes, a very 
small quantity of the public lands, w hen sold at 
public auction, commands a higher price than the 
minimum rate established by law. ‘The settlers on 
the public lands are, however, but rarely able to 
secure their homes and improvements at the pub- 
lic sales at that rate ; because these combinations, 
by means of the capital they command, and their 
superior ability to purchase, render it impossible 
for the settler to compete with them in the market. 
By putting down all compe tition, these combina- 
tions of capitalists and speculators are usually en- 
abled to purchase the lands, including the improve- 
ments of the settlers, at the minimum price of the 
rovernment, and eithe r turn them out of their 
homes, or extort from them, according to their 
ability to pay, double or quadruple the amount 
paid for them to the government. It is to the en- 
terprise and perseverance of the hardy pioneers of 
the West, who penetrate the wilderness with their 
families, suffer the dangers, the privations, and 
hardships attending the se ttlement of a new coun- 
try, and prepare the way for the body of emigrants 
who, in the course of a few years, usually follow 
them, that weare, in a great degree, indebted for the 
rapid extension and aggrandizement of our country. 


| limits or upon our borders. 


Experience has proved that no portion of oy, 
ac geen are more patriotic than the hardy 

rave men of the frontier, or more re ady to - 
the call of their country, and to defend her rights 
and her honor, whenever and ky whatever en, ste 
assailed. They should be protected from 1); 
grasping speculator, and secured, at the minimury 
price of the public lands, in the humble hopes 
which they have improv ed by their labor, With 
this end in view, all vexatious or unnecessary re. 
strictions imposed upon them by the existing pre 
emption laws should be repealed or modified. lt 
is the true policy of the government to afford {hej}. 
ties to its citizens to become the owners of syja 
portions of our vast public domain at loy 
moderate rates. 

The present system of managing the minera| 
lands of the United States is believed to be rad. 
cally defective. More than a million of acres of 
the public lands, supposed to contain lead ayd 
other minerals, have been reserved from sale. 
and numerous lensen upon them have been granted 
to individuals upon a stipulated rent. The systex) 
of granting lez mee has proved to be not only u 
profitable to the government, but unsatisfactory 4, 
the citizens who have gone upon the lands, and 
must, if continued, lay the foundation of much {\. 
ture difficulty between the government and thy 
lessees. According to the official records, thp 
amount of rents received by the government fy 
the years 1841, 1842, 1843, and 1844, was $6,354 
74, while the expenses of the system during the 
same period, including salaries of a rintendents, 
agents, clerks, and incidental expenses, were 
twenty-six thousand one Saale and eleven dol- 
lars and eleven cents—the income being less th 
one-fourth of the expenses To this pecuniary 
loss may be added the injury sustained by the 
public in consequence of the destruction of timb« 
and the careless and wasteful manner of working 
the mines. The system has given rise to muc! 
litigation between the United States and individua! 
citizens, producing irritation and excitement in 
the mineral region, and involving the governmeut 
in heavy additional expenditures. It is believed 
that similar losses and embarrassments wil! con- 
tinue to occur, while the present system of leas- 
ine these lands remains unchanged. These 
lands are now under the superintendence aid 
care of the War Department, with the ordi- 
nary duties of which they have no proper or 1 
tural connexion. I recommend the repeal of t 
present system, and that these lands be placed 
under the superintendence and managemient of thi 
General Land Office, as other public lands, and ! 
brought into market and sold upon such terms as 
Congress in their wisdom may prescribe, resery 
ing to the government an equitable per centage of 
the gross amount of mineral product, and that the 
pre-emption principle be extended to resideut 
miners and settlers upon them, at the minimum 
price which may be established by Congress. 

I refer you to the accompanying report of the 
Secretary of War, for information respec ting the 
present situation of the army, and its operations 
during the past year; the state of our defences ; 
the condition of the public works ; and our reli 
tions with the various Indian tribes within our 
I invite your atten- 
tion to the suggestions contained in that report, 1! 
relation to these prominent objects of national 1u- 
terest. 

When orders were given during the past sun: 


and 


: mer for concentrating a ‘military force on the west- 


ern frontier of Texas, our troops were widely dis- 
persed, and in small detachments, occupy ing posts 
remote from each other. The prompt and expe- 
ditious manner in which an army, embracing more 
than half our peace establishment, was drawn to- 
gether on an emergency so sudden, reflects great 
credit on the officers who were intrusted with the 
execution of these orders, as well as upon the dis- 
cipline of the army itself. To be in strength to 
protect and defend the people and territory of 
Texas, in the event Mexico should commence hos- 
tilities, or invade her territories with a large army, 
which she threatened, I authorized the general as- 
signed to the command of the army of occupation 
to make requisitions for additional forces from se\- 
eral of the States nearest the Texian territory, and 
which could most expeditiously furnish them, if, 


_in his opinion, a larger force than that under his 
command, and the auxiliary aid which, under like 
_ circumstances, he was authorized to receive from 
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Texas, should be required. The contingency seen 


which the exercise of this authority depended, 
has not occurred, The circumstances under which 


two companies of State artillery from the city of | 


New Orleans were sent into Texas, and mustered 
I gs “ : 
into the service of the United States, are fully 


stated in the report of the Secretary of War. [| | 


recommend to Congress that provision be made 
for the payment of these troops, as well as a small 
number of Texian volunteers, whom the command- 
ing general thought it necessary to receive or mus- 
ter into our service. 

During the last summer, the first regiment of 
dragoons made extensive excursions through the 
Indian country on our borders, a part of them ad- 
yaneing nearly to the pecs of the Hudson's 
3ay Company in the North, and a part as far as 
the South Pass of the Rocky mountains, and the 
head waters of the tributary streams of the Colo- 
rado of the West. The exhibition of this mili- 
tary foree among the Indian tribes in those distant 
regions, and the councils held with them by the 
commanders of the expeditions, it is believed, will 
have a salutary influence in restraining them from 
hostilities among themselves, and maintaining 
friendly relations between them and the United 
States. An interesting account of one of these 
excursions accompanies the report of the Secre- 
tary of War. Under the directions of the War 
Department, Brevet Captain Fremont, of the corps 
of topographical engineers, has been employed 
since 1842 in exploring the country west of the 
Mississippi, and beyond the Rocky mountains. 
‘lwo expeditions have already been brought toa 
close, and the reports of that scientific and enter- 
prising officer have furnished much interesting and 
valuable information. He is now engaged in a 
third expedition ; but it is not expected that this 
arduous service will be completed in season to 
enable me to communicate the result to Congress 
ai the present session. : 


Our relations with the Indian tribes are of a fa- | 


vorable character. The policy of removing them 
toa country designed for their permanent residence, 
west of the Mississippi, and without the limits 
of the organized States and ‘Territories, is better 
appreciated by them than it was a few years 
ago; while education is now attended to, and the 
habits of civilized life are gaining ground among 
them. 

Serious difficulties of long standing continue to 
distract the several parties into which the Chero- 
kees are unhappily divided. The efforts of the 
government to adjust the diticulties between them 
have heretofore proved unsuccessful ; and there 
remains no probability that this desirable object 
can be accomplished without the aid of further 
legislation by Congress. I will, at an early period 
of your session, present the subject for your con- 
sideration, accompanied with an exposition of the 
complaints and claims of the several parties into 
which the nation is divided, with a view to the 


adoption of such measures by Congress as may || 


enable the Executive to do justice to them respec- 


tively, and to put an end, if possible, to the dis- 


senuons which have long prevailed, and still pre- | 


vail, among them. 


_L refer you to the report of the Secretary of the | 
Navy for the present condition of that branch of | 


the national defence ; and for grave suggestions, 


having for their object the increase of its efficiency, | 


and a greater economy in its management. During 
the past year the officers and men have performed 


their duty in a satisfactory manner. The orders | 
which have been given, have been executed with | 
promptness and fidelity. A larger force than has | 
often formed one squadron under our flag was rea- 


dily concentrated in the Gulf of Mexico, and, 
apparently, without unusual effort. 


union of so considerable a force, no act was com- 


mitted that even the jealousy of an irritated power | 
could construe as an act of aggression ; and that | 


the commander of the squadron, and his officers, 
i strict conformity with their instructions, holding 
themselves ever ready for the most active duty, 


have achieved the siill purer glory of contribu- | 


‘tng to the preservation of peace. It is believed 
that at all our foreign stations the honor of our flag 


has been maintained, and that, generally, our | 
ships of war have been distinguished for their |) 


I am happy to add, |) ; . 
? PPY ~~? || and with very little change in the present rates of postage. 


good discipline and order. 
that the amps. of maritime force which was re- 
quired by the events of the summer, has been 


It is espe- | 
cially to be observed, that, notwithstanding the | 


1] 
i} 
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made wholly within the usual appropriations for 


|| the service of the year, so that no additional ap- 


propriations are required. 

ry . ~ " . . 

Lhe commerce of the United States, and with it 
the navigating interest, have steadily and rapidly 
increased since the organization of our govern- 
ment, unul, it is believed, we are now second to 
but one Power in the world, and at no distant day 
we shall probably be inferior to none. Exposed 
as they must be, it has been a wise policy to atlord 
to these imporiant interests protecuon W ith our 
ships of war, distributed in the great highways of 
trade throughout the world, For more than turty 
years appropriations have been made, and annu- 
ally expended, for the gradual increase of our 
naval In peace, our navy performs the 
bnportant duty of protecting our commerce; and, 
in the event of war, will be, as it has been, a most 
efficient means of defence. 

The successtul use of steam navigation on the ocean has 
been followed by the introduction of war-steamers in great 
and increasing numbers into the navies of the principal mar- 
itime Powers of the world. A due regard to our own satety 
and to an efficient protection to our large and Increasing com 
merce demands a corresponding increase On our part. No 
country has greater facilities tor the construction of vessels 
of this description than ours, or can promise itself greater 
advantages trom their employment. ‘They are admirably 
adapted to the protection of our commerce, to the rapid 
transmission of intelligence, and to the coast defence. In 
pursuance of the wise policy of a gradual increase of our 
havy, large supplies of live oak timber, and other materials 
for ship building, have been collected, and are now under 
sheltet andina state of good preservation, While iron steam- 
ers can be built with great faciiity in various parts of the 
Union. ‘The use of iron as a material, especially in the con- 
struction of steamers, Which can euter with safety many of 
the harbors along our coast now inaccessible to vessels of 
greater draught, and the practicability of constructing theim 
in the interior, strongly recommends that liberal appropria- 
tions should be made for this important object. Whatever 
may have been our policy in the earlier stages of the gov- 
ernment, When the nation was in its Infaney, our shipping 
interests and commerce comparatively small, our resources 
limited, our population sparse and scarcely extending be- 
yond the limits of the original thirteen States, that policy 
must be essentially different now that we have grown trom 
three to more than twenty millions of people,—that our 
commerce, carried in Our Own ships, is found in every sea, 
and that our territorial boundaries and setuements have 
been so greatly expanded. Neither our commerce, nor our 
long line of coast on the ocean and on the lakes, can be 
successfully defended against foreign aggression by means 
of fortifications alone. ‘These are essential at importaut 
commercial and military points, but our chief reliance tor 
this object must be on a well-organized, efficient navy. The 
benefits resulting from such a navy are not confined to the 
Atlantic States. ‘The productions of the interior which 
seek a market abroad, are directly dependent on the satety 
and freedom of our commerce. ‘The occupation of the Ba- 
lize below New Orleans by a hostile Loree would embarrass, 
if not stagnate, the whole export trade of the Mississippi, 
and atfeet the value of the agricultural products of the en- 
tire valley of that mighty river and its tributaries. 

It has never been our policy to maintain large standing 
armies in time of peace. ‘They are contrary to the genius 
of our tree institutions, would impose heavy burdens on the 
people, and be dangerous to public liberty. Our reliance tor 
protection and defence on the land must be mainly on our 
citizen soldiers, who will be ever ready, as they ever have 
been ready in times past, to rush with alacrity, at the call of 
their country, to her defence. ‘This deseription of force, 
however, cannot defend our coast, harbors, and inland seas, 
nor protect our commerce on the ocean or the lakes. ‘These 
must be protected by our navy. 

Considering an increased naval force, and especially of 
steam vessels, corresponding with our growth and importance 
as a nation, and proportioned to the increased and increas- 
ing naval power of other nations, of vast importance as re- 


forees, 


| gards our safety, and the great and growing interests to be 


protected by it, I recommend the subject to the favorable 
consideration of Congress. 

The report of the Postmaster General herewith commu- 
nicated, contains a detailed statement of the operations of 
his department during the past year. It will be seen that 
the income from postages will fall short of the expenditures 
for the year between one and two millions of dollars. This 
deficiency has been caused by the reduction of the rates of 
postage, which was made by the act of the third of March 
last. No principle has been more generally acquiesced in 
by the people than that this department should sustain itself 
by limiting its expenditures to its income. Congress has 
never sought to make it a source of revenue for general pur- 
poses, except for a short period during the last war with 
Great Britain, nor should it ever become a charge on the 
general treasury. If Congress shall adhere to this principle, 


| as I think they ought, it will be necessary either to curtail 


the present mail service, so as to reduce the expenditures, 
or so to modify the act of the third of March last as to im- 
prove its revenues. The extension of the mail service, and 
the additional facilities which will be demanded by the 


| rapid extension and increase of population on our western 
| frontier, will not admit of such curtailment as will material- 


ly reduce the present expenditures. In the adjustment of 
the tariff of postages the interests of the people demand, 
that the lowest rates be adopted which will produce the ne- 
cessary revenue to meet the expenditures of the department. 
I invite the attention of Congress to the suggestions of the 
Postmaster General on this subject, under the belief that 
such a modification of the late law may be made as will 
yield sufficient revenue without further calls on the treasury, 


Proper measures have been taken, in pursuance of the 


act of the third of March last, for the establishment of lines | 


il 


of mail steamers between this and foreign countries, ‘The 
importance of this service commends itself strongly to favor- 
able consideration. 

With the growth of our country, the pubhe business 
which devolves on the heads of the several Executive De 
partments has greatly increased. In some respects, the dis- 
tribution of duties among them seems to be incongruous, 
and many of these might be transferred from one to another 
with advantage to the public interests. A more auspicious 
time for the consideration of this subject by Congress, with 
a View to system in the organization of the several depart 
ments, and a more appropriate division of the public busi 
ness, Will not probably occur. 

The most important duties of the State Department r 
late to our foreign attairs. By the great enlargement of the 
family of nations, the increase of our commerce, and the 
corresponding extension of our consular system, the busi 
ness of this department has been greatly increased. In its 
present organization, many duties of a domestic nature, and 
consisting of details, are devolved on the Secretary of State, 
which do not appropriately belong to the foreign department 
of the government, and may properly be transferred to some 
other department. One of these grows out of the present 
state of the law concerning the Patent Offee, whieh, a tew 
years since, was a subordinate clerkship, but has become a 
distinet bureau of great importance. Wath ap excellent ii 
ternal organization, it is still connected with the State De 
partment. In the transaction of its business, questions of 
much importance to inventors, and to the community, fre 
quently arise, which, by existing laws, are referred tor 
decision to a board, of which the Secretary of State is a 
member. These questions are legal, and the connexion 
Which now exists between the State Department and the 
Patent Office, may, with great propriety and advantage, be 
transferred to the Attorney General. 

In his last annual message to Congress, Mr. Madison 1 
vited attention % a proper provision for the Attorney Ger 
eral as an * important improvement in the executive estel) 
lishment.” This recommendation 


Was repeated by some 


of his successors. The official duties of the Attornes 
General have been much increased within a few years, aud 
his office has become one of great tinportance. Els dun 


may be still further increased with advantage to the public 
interests. As an executive officer, lis residence and « 


stant attention at the seat of government are required 
Legal questions involving important principles, and har, 


amounts of public money, are constantly referred to him b 
the President and executive departinents tor his examina 
tion and decision. The publie business under his offieret 
management before the judiciary has becn so augmented | 
the extension of our territory, and the acts of Congress au 
thorizing suits against the United States tor large bodies of 
valuable public lands, as greatly to inerease his labors and 
responsibilities. L therefore recommend that the Attorney 
General be placed on the same tooung with the heads of the 
other executive departments, with such subordinate officers, 
provided by law for lis department, as may be required to 
discharge the additional duties which have been or may be 
devolved upon him. 

Congress possess the power of exclusive legislation over 
the District of Columbia; and [| cominend the interests of 
its inhabitants to your favorable consideration. ‘The people 
of this District have uo legislative body of their own, and 
must confide their local as well as their general interests to 
representatives in whose election they have no voice, and 
over whose official conduct they have no control. Bach 
member of the National Legislature should consider hin: 
self as their immediate representative, and should be the 
more ready to give attention to their interests and want 
because he is not responsible to them. [ recommend that 
a liberal and generous spirit may characterize your mea 
sures in relation to them. [shall be ever disposed to show 
a proper regard for their wishes ; and, within constitational 
limits, shall at all times cheerfully co-operate with you for 
the advancement of their welfare. 

[tr sstit may not be deemed inappropriate to the occa 
sion for me to dwell for a moment on the memory of the 
most eminent citizen of our country, who, during the sun 
mer that is gone by, has descended to the tomb. The en 
joyment of contemplating, at the advanced age of near four 
score years, the happy condition of his country, cheered the 
last hours of Andrew Jackson, who departed tiis life in the 
tranquil hope of a blessed immortality. Tis death waa 
happy, as his life had been eminently useful. He had an 
unfaltering confidence in the virtue and capacity of the 
people, and in the permanence of that free government 
which he had largely contributed to establish and defend. 
His great deeds had secured to him the affeetions of his 
fellow-citizens, and it was his happiness to witness the 
growth and glory of his country which he loved so well. 
He departed amidst the benedictions of millions of freemen. 
The nation paid its tribute to his memory at his tomb. 
Coming generations will learn from his example the love of 
country and the rights of man. In his language on a simi 
lar occasion to the present, “ f now commend you, fellow 
citizens, to the guidance of Almighty God, with a full re 
liance on His merciful providence for the maintenance of 
our free institutions ; and with an earnest supplication, that 
whatever errors it may be my lot to commit in dischar- 
ging the arduous duties which have devolved on me, will 
find a remedy in the harmony and wisdom of your coui- 
sels.”? 

JAMES K. POLK. 

WasuinctTon, December 2, 1845. 


After considerable time had been spent in the 
reading— 

Mr. SEVIER moved that the further reading 
be dispensed with. And the motion was agreed 
to. 

On motion of Mr. SPEIGHT, 

Ordered, That thirty-five hundred copies of the 
message, and fifteen hundred copies of the mes- 
sage and accompanying documents, in addition to 
the usual number, be printed for the use of the 
Senate. 








e 


Mr. SPEIGHT submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which lies one day on the table: 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States cause to be laid before the Senate, at as 
early a day as practicable, the report of the Board 
of Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the 
act of Congress of the 23d August, 1842, entitled 
‘An act to provide for the satisfaction of claims 
arising under the 14th Article of the Treaty of 
Dancing Rabbit Creek, concluded in December, 
1830,"’ embracing the testimony on which the 
claims arising under said treaty have been allowed, 
together with the amount of scrip requisite to sa- 
tis!'y the same, distinguishing the amount already 
issued, 

Mr. ALLEN submitted the following resolu- 

tion: 
Kesolved, That in addition to the copies of the Pre- 
eident’s Message and accompanying documents, 
hitherto ordered to be furnished for the use of the 
Senate, there be printed for the use of the Senate 
twenty-five thousand copies of the Message, to- 
gether with so much of the accompanying docu- 
ments as relates to the ne rotiations between the 
United States and Great Britain, on the subject of 
the Oregon ‘Territory 

‘The resolution having been read, 

Mr. MANGUM asked for its consideration. 

Mr. ARCHER objected, 

On motion of Mr. NILES, 

The Senate adjourned. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, December 2, 1845. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved. 

COMMITTEE ON THE RULES. 

The Speaker announced the following members 
as composing the select committee, heretofore or- 
dered to be appointed, on the rules and orders of 

svroceeding: Mr. Holmes, of South Carolina, Mr. 

vohn @. Adams, Mr. Hamlin, Mr. Hunter, Mr. 
R, Chapman, Mr. Bowlin, Mr. Vinton, Mr, Caleb 
b. Smith, and Mr. Reid. 

Mr. McDowell, Mr. Hopkins, and Mr. Win- 
throp composed the joint committee on the part 
of the House, appointed yesterday, to wait on the 
President of the United States, and notify him 
that the two Houses of Congress had met, or- 
ganized, and were ready to receive any communi- 
cations he might have to make. 

A messave was received from the Senate, noti- 
fying the House that Mr. Speight and Mr. Up- 
ham had been appointed of the same committee on 
the part of the Senate. 


ELECTION OF A CLERK. 

Mr. COBB moved the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Benjamin B. French be, and he 
is hereby, appointed Clerk of this House for the 
99:h Congress. 

The resolution was read and agreed to unani- 
mously. 

And so Benjamin B. French, Esq., is appointed 
Clerk to the House of Representatives for the 
twenty-ninth Congress. 

OREGON. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL rose and said, he de- 
sired to oceupy the attention of the House for a 
short time, to present the petition of American 
cllizens in Oregon. 

The CHAIR said it could be done only by gene- 
ral consent. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, objected to taking 
up any business out of order. The resolution 
oitered vesterday by his friend from Georgia, 
(Mr. Cosp,) respecting the choice of seats in the 
Hall, was still pending, and, as unfinished busi- 
ness, was first in order. 

The SPEAKER said that the first business in 
order was the resolution offered yesterday by the 
gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Coss.]} 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Itisa petition from Ame- 
riean inhabitants of Oregon, which I desire to = 
sent, and to have read by the Clerk. I shall then | 
move that it be laid on the table. 

[Some calls to order, with here and there a voice 
—** Lets have Oregon.’’] 

Objections were made to the reading. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL said that he would be 
obliged, by the news of a domestic affliction, to 
leave this city for his home for a few days, and 
that he would have no opportunity, therefore, of 
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. *.* . . | 
presenting the petition unless this was allowed | 
him. 


Cries of ** Consent.”’ 

A member. You can present the petition under 
the rules of the House. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I do not wish to have it | 
filed away under the rules of the House. 

Mr. COLLAMER insisted on the regular order 
of business. 

Whereupon, Mr. INGERSOLL moved that the | 
rules of the House be suspended, to enable him to | 
present the petition. 

And two-thirds having voted in the affirmative, 
the rules were suspended. 

So Mr. INGERSOLL presented the memorial. 
It is signed by ——,, President, [it was impos- 
sible to decipher the hieroglyphics,)] Joseph Ger- 
vey and Francis Revay, Vice Presidents, and by 
Charles E. Pickett and J. M. Holderness, Secreta- 
ries. 

The memorial prays Congress to establish a 
distinct Territorial Government, to embrace Ore- 
gon and its adjacent seacoasts. 

‘That the lands of the Wallamette valley and 
other necessary portions may be surveyed, and 
surveyors and land officers appointed and located 
at convenient points, 

That donations of lands may be made, accord- 
ing to the faith pledged by the passage of a law | 
through the United States Senate at the 2d session | 
of the 27th Congress, entitled ‘*A bill to authorize 
‘the adoption of measures for the occupation and 
* settlement of the Territory of Oregon, for extend- | 
‘ing certain provisions of the laws of the United 
‘ States over the same, and for other purposes.”’ 

‘hat navy-yards and marine depots may be es- 
tablished on the river Columbia and upon Fugitt’s 
sound, and a naval force adequate to their protec- | 
tion be kept permanently in the adjacent seas. 

That a public mail be established, to arrive and 
depart monthly, between Oregon city and Inde- 
pendence, in Missouri, and also such other local 
mail-routes as are essential to the convenience and 
commerce of the Wallamette country and other 
settlements. 

For the establishment of such commercial regu- 
lations as may enable them to trade in their own 
Territory at least on an equality with non-resident 
foreigners. 

For adequate means of protection from the nu- 
merous Indian tribes which surround them, for the | 
purchase of territories which they are willing to 
sell, and for agents with authority to regulate in- 
tercourse between whites and Indians and between 
Indian tribes. 

That all the overland routes may be thoroughly | 
surveyed, and protection be given to emigrants. 

That the star-spangled banner may be planted | 
in and unfurled over the Territory, and kept stand- 
ing and floating over it in a manner worthy the | 
dignity and power of the nation. 

The Cverk having read a portion of the memo- 
rial— 

Mr. McDOWELL moved that the further read- | 
ing be dispensed with. 

Several voices, ‘*Read on—read on.’’ | 

Mr. McDOWELL waived his motion. 

And the CLerk having made further progress 
in reading— 

Mr. BAYLY rose and said, that, as the read- | 
ing of the memorial did not appear to be attended 
to, he would move that the further reading be dis- 
pensed with, and that it lie on the table and be 
printed, 

This motion was agreed to. 








PUBLIC PRINTER. 


Mr. BAYLY moved that the House do now 
proceed to elect a printer for the House of Repre- 
sentatives for the 29th Congress. 

Mr. GARRETT DAVIS moved to amend the | 
motion as follows : | 

“Strike out all after the word ‘Resolved,’ and in- | 


‘sert the words ‘That a committee of five be ap- || 


‘pointed to let the printing of this House to the | 
é bowrest bidder, after ten days’ advertisement in the | 
* newspapers printed in this city; the person or per- 
‘sons to whom it may be let being required to give 
bond, with sufficient security, for the proper exe- 
cution of the work; and the necessary printing in 
the mean time the Clerk of this House 1s required | 
to have done by the printers for the last House.’ ”’ | 

| 





Mr. DAVIS said, he supposed that, as a mat- 
ter of economy, the amendment which he offered 
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was justly entitled to the deliberate consideratin, 


> ica 
of the House. The mode of letting the printins 


of the departments at the discretion of their he 
prevailed until within the last few years. 
form was proposed and adopted by Congress, ang 
the principle established of letting the printing of 


ads, 


A re- 


the departments to the lowest bidder. What was 
the consequence? The work, instead of comin. 
into the hands of politicians—adventurers, hy), 
gry cormorants, who hang around this city, }yp:. 
ing after the spoils from the Treasury Departme nt 
—went into the hands of honest operatives, prin 
ers, who agreed to perform the work since tha; 
time for one-half the previous cost. 

Let gentlemen compare the actual sums tly 
ayes | had cost under the two systems respective. 

y, and they would find, from documentary ey. 
dence, that the work had been done for somethin 
like fifty per cent. of what had formerly been paid: 
and with all this saving, the labor had been better 
ere He believed that most of the mem. 
vers of the House had received a printed commy- 
nication from certain printers in this city, offering 
to do the work of the present Congress at a redue- 
tion, as to some work, of 334, and as to other de- 
scriptions of work of 50 per cent. from the exist. 
ing prices authorized by law. Now, if so large q 
saving could be effected on all the vast amount ex. 
pended for the public printing, while, at the sane 
time, the work was as well, and possibly better 
done, he put it to gentlemen to say whether their 
duty to their own constituents and to the country 
did not demand of them to adopt the plan by which; 
so great a public economy could be secured. 

But, important as this might be in itself, it van- 
ished into comparative insignificance when put by 
the side of another consideration, to which he 
would invite the attention of the House; aid this 
was, that the adoption of sucha plan went directly 
and effectually to cut up what had justly been 
styled the spoils system, as brought to bear on the 
public press. The press had been said, in Eng- 
land, to be the fourth power in the state, coming 
next after king, lords,and commons. If such was 
its importance there, it was not less on this side 
the water. Here all felt, and could not but feel, 
the vast importance of so mighty an engine. It 
was surely, then, a matter of the utmost moment 
that the press should be preserved pure and incor- 
ruptible; and that it might be so preserved, that 
the Government should disentangle itself from all 
corrupting connexion with it. But what was the 
spectacle exhibited by this Government from 
year to year? Was it not the odious and degra- 
ding one of a Government, calling itself purely 
republican, virtuous and free, connecting itself in 
meretricious embraces with a party press the most 
prostituted in principle, feeding ali its venom, and 
rewarding lavishly its utmost licentiousness? Mr. 
D. said he would ever maintain it as a principle 


of the soundest policy that the Government ought 


never to connect itself with the newspaper press 
of the country. Its patronage ought never to be 
given to a prostituted, polluted, mercenary party 
press, whether it espoused one side or the opposite 
in our party contentions. It was the solemn 
bounden duty of Congress to disentangle itself 
from all such connexions, and therefore to cease 
from the patronage it now exercised over the press 
in any form. 

Mr. D. disavowed all intention to cast censure 
peculiarly on the Democratic party in this matter: 
the two leading parties of the country were, 1 
many of their great features, and of their im- 
pulses to action, much the same: and in either of 
them the results of the evil he was deprecating 
had proved much the same. 

wo or three years ago a proposition had 
been introduced into that House to reduce the 
allowance for the public printing of Congress, and 
a similar measure had again been tried at the last 
session. An apparent reduction in the prices had 
indeed been accomplished, but the actual effect of 
that reduction had been afterwards neutralized, 
und a party favorite had been amply compensated 


_ by ordering vast masses of documentary printing, 


which was of little or no public utility. For ex- 
ample: the House had ordered very numerous 


copies of the returns of the last Census, and after- 


wards authorized the printing of a Compendium 
of the Census. The eanat of these jobs had cost 
the House from $75,000 to $100,000; for the lat- 
ter, one printing establishment charged $45,000, 


and another $22,000. Had the plan prevailed of 
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setting out the printing to the highest bidder, the 
Government would have been enabled to make a 
caving of not less than $70,000. 


Had he time and inelination, Mr. D. said he | 


could adduce numerous facts of the same descrip- 
tion, all going to prove the enormous abuses 
which had grown out of this mode of doing the 
public printing. Why should a different practice 


prevail with regard to this branch of the public | 


expenditure from that om in reference to all 
other branches of it? as it Wise ? Were not 
these expenditures made by advertising for con- 
tracts on the lowest terms? ‘Then competition 


was invited, and the result was that of great | 


economy. The plan had been found to work 
well. The work was done upon the lowest terms, 
by skilful and competent un ertakers, and an im- 


mense saving was effected to the Government. A | 
eimilar saving would grow out of the adoption of 


the plan he now proposed to the House. But 
rain he would say that the mere consideration of 


agt 


economy was of no comparative importance to the | 


influence which such a measure would exert on 
the purity of the press and the corresponding 


purity of public sentiment. The public press | 


should be kept pure and uncorrupt: it ought to be 
devoted to ak, and to truth alone; it should 


lend its mighty and controlling power to the 


cause of morality and of high patriotic principle. | 


tut it was vain to expect this so long as the most 


nrominent editors were in the exclusive enjoyment | 


of the public printing. 


In conclusion, he expressed his hope that the 
amendment he had moved would meet with the 
favor of the House: sure he was that it would in 


practice effect a saving of at least thirty-three and 
a third per cent. in the cost of the Government 


printing—while at the same time its indirect opera- | 


tion would be to purify, to some extent at least, the 
public press throughout the country generally. 


THE C 


He calied for the yeas and nays on the amend- || 


ment. 


Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, remarked that the | 


amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky had | 
taken him entirely by surprise; and that surprise, | 
insome degree, originated from what seemed to | 


him a new-born zeal for retrenchment in this di- 
rection. 


Mr. DAVIS asked leave to explain; to which | 


Mr. B. assenting 
’ 


Mr. D. said the gentleman was mistaken in im- | 


puting to him a new-born zeal upon this subject. 


From the year 1839, the gentleman would find that | 


his course and votes upon this subject had been 
uniformly in strict conformity to the proposition 
he had now submitted. 

Mr. BAYLY resumed. He was aware that a 
proposition had been made at the commencement 


of the last Congress similar to that now made by | 
the gentleman from Kentucky; and, without know- | 
ing the faet, he took it for granted that the gentle- | 


man at that time sustained the proposition. 


the gentleman and his party were in a majority in | 


this House in 1842, and he had yet to hear that 


that gentleman at that time had introduced, and || 


exerted himself to carry out, such a proposition. 
He thought it very probable that some zeal had 
been manifested by the gentleman and some of his 
party on this subject when they had no power to 


carry it out; but he had yet to learn that it had | 
been manifested when it could have been of some |! 


avail, 
this subject, to give a party caste to it. He had 


only referred to it to account for the surprise he |, 
had expressed on rising that the proposition should | 


lave been made at this time, and under such cir- 
‘unistances as at present existed. They had now 


Sut || 


But he did not wish, in the discussion of | 


make it imperatively necessary that a speedy con- 
tract should be entered into with the public printer. 
Who was to be benefited by this? Would a fair 
competition be secured ? The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky had referred to the practice of the Govern- 
ment in the analogous cases of the supplies of the 
War and Navy Departments by contract. But 
what was the practice of the Government in these 
cases? Were these contracts let at a day or two’s 
notice, when the country was unapprized that 
such was to be the case? The contrary was the 
fact. ‘The practice had not been introduced until 
a law was passed sanctioning it, and then not until 
after due notice had been given to contractors from 
every portion of the Union. The eflect of the gen- 
tleman’s proposition, as now introduced, would 
be, to throw the competition for this printing be- 
tween two establishments in this city, and two es- 
tablishments only. If he was correctly informed, 
he believed that the two establishments—the Na- 
tional Intelligencer and the Union—were the only 
ones prepared at once to do this printing. But, in 
any event, under the amendment proposed by the 
gentleman, the House would be subjected to an 
inconvenience which he did not think they were 
called upon to incur. . 

But, as far as economy was concerned, the mode 
yroposed by the gentleman was not necessary. 
Ihe compensation of the printer was regulated by 
law, and was within the control of Congress. If 
too much was now paid, let the price be reduced. 
The gentleman would find no one in this House 
who would go farther than he would to secure 
economy in the expenditures of the Government of 
this description. But he was very much surprised 
to hear from the gentleman from Kentucky that 
there were these enormous profits made by the 
public printer. It was a subject which he (Mr. 
B.) personally knew nothing of; but he took it for 
granted that the older members of the House of 
Representatives, who had been here for the last 
few years, were pretty good judges of the matter; 
and if he was to infer anything from their action, 
the inevitable conclusion would be, that too much 
was not paid. What was the history of the mat- 
ter? At the beginning of the 27th Congress, this 
House, as he understood, reduced the pay of the 
printer 15 [20] per cent. At that time, the Na- 
tional Intelligencer was elected the public printer. 
The original compensation had been fixed under 
the law of 1819. Subsequent to that time, great 
improvements had been made in the mechanism of 
the printing press. Printing could be done cheap- 
er; and a corresponding reduction was made at the 
commencement of that Congress. But before that 
Congress had disbanded, the 15 [20] per cent. was 
restored to the political associates of the gentleman 
from Kentucky—giving up, as he was told, as a 
direct bonus, $40,000, which that establishment 
had not anticipated when it took the printing. 
‘They bound themselves to do the printing at the 
prices which had been fixed, and this additional 
amount was given as a direct gratuity. [rom these 
facts, he should infer that the prices paid were not 
so extravagant as the gentleman seemed to suppose. 
Certainly it could not be so in the estimation of the 
friends of the gentleman, who acted with him on 
that occasion. 

From these facts, they were bound to come to 
one of two conclusions: either that, after the re- 
duction of the 15 [20] per cent. the compensation 
was inadequate; or another conclusion, which was 
not very charitable, and one which he did not 
choose to make, viz: that this sum was afterwards 
given to them asa gratuity as partisans. As to 


| much the gentleman had said about divorcing the 


no public printer. They had elected a public prin- | 
ter for the last Congress, and for the last Congress | 


only. "They were expecting momentarily a mes- 
sage from the President of the United States, to 
which all eyes in this Union, and, indeed, he 
might say, of Christendom, were in some sort 
turned. Was that not to be printed? Were they 
to be delayed until the tedious process of the gen- 
teman had been gone through with, before this 
printing, and such other printing as Congress 
might in the mean time require, could be done? 
It would subject them to an extent of inconve- 
nience, he was sure, which they were not called 
on to ineur, 

But there was another objection to the adoption 
of this amendment. If now adopted, the neces- 
sities of this House, already referred to, would 


public press from the patronage of the Government, 
he entirely concurred with him; and whenever it 
should be in his power, without inconvenience to 


| the House of Representatives, and without attain- 


ing political objects in the seeming effort to avoid them 
—whenever he could go directly to the point, 
whenever he could fairly, without attempting a 
political object of any sort—bring about an entire 


divorce between the Government and the press, no | 


one would go farther than he would to do it. But 
in doing this, he did not mean to act with a view 
to the success of any one establishment in this city 
or in any other. 

Mr. B., on referring to the public documents on 
this matter, said he found he was not so much out of 


_ the way when he had attributed to the distinguished | 
gentleman from Kentucky a new-born zeal for | 
economy, as the gentleman seemed to suppose. He | 
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had adverted to the circumstances under which ihe 
15 [20] per cent. had been restored to the National 
Intelligencer in 1842, and he found from the Jour- 
nal that the gentleman from Kentucky himself had 
absolutely voted for the restoration. He had the 
Journal before him to establish the fact. The gen- 
tleman had told them of the enormous profits 
made in the printing of the Census and the Com- 
pendium of the Census, and that seventy odd thou- 
sand dollats might have been saved in that instance 
by the plan which he now proposed. If that job 
was so profitable, why was it found necessary to 
add 15 [20] per cent. to the compensation of the 
printers of the House, as established by law ? 
‘The gentleman had said it was in vain to expect 
impartiality and candor from the public press as 
long as they were under the patronage of the Gov- 
ernment. Mr. B. hoped the press of this country 
Was not as corrupt as the gentleman seemed to 
suppose, He believed the gentlemen in this coun- 
try usually connected with the press were as intel- 
lectual, and, in his humble opinion, as honest, as 
other politicians; and he did not see in the public 
press of the country evidence of that corruption 





which the gentleman had attributed to it. low 
had the gentleman come to that conclusion? He 


knew of but two presses now in existence which 
had been extensively connected with the public 

One of these was the National Entel. 
He believed that establishment had en- 
joyed the public patronage for twenty years; and 
he asked the gentleman if he had come to his con- 
clusion of the corrupting influence of the public 
patronage from the course of that press. He knew 
that press was conducted with ability, very 
ability, and he believed with as much fairness as 
characterized most of the political presses of the 
country. As to the other press to which he had 
alluded, he should say nothing. He would leave 
that to be passed upon by others, not biased by 
political partiality, as he admitted he was. He 
should say nothing of the character of the indi- 


rencer, 





viduals for whom it might perhaps be known it 


was his intention to vote. But, said Mr. B., 1 ean 
speak of one of them with the confidence derived 
from an intimate personal knowledge of him from 
my youth; and I can say this Government has not 
vatronage enough to corrupt his political integrity, 
The connexion of the public printing with the 
press is calculated, I admit, in corrupt times and 
in corrupt nations, to warp its course, But in this 
country [ have not seen that this has been its effect 
heretofore. If the gentleman has seen it upon that 
one which has so long enjoyed the Government 
patronage, | leave it for him to declare, 

Mr. B. further argued that, under this plan, if 
adopted at the present time, there could not be a 
fair competition, as they could not allow all the 
printing of Congress to be delayed until the mat- 
ter was made known in Boston, New York, and 
elsewhere. At the last session of Congress, when 
the press which executed the public printing was 
favorable to the political majority in this Flouse, 
that majority did reduce the rate of compensation, 
but they did not follow the example set by their 
predecessors, in first making a reduction, and af- 
terwards restoring it—as, according to the gentle- 
man’s own argument, there was no necessity what- 
ever for restoring it, except as a gratuity to politi- 
cal favorites. He hoped the House would vote 
down the proposition of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, on that they would go on and make the 
necessary arrangements for the immediate execu- 
tion of the work which was pressing on them. If 
this House were prepared to take the necessary 
steps towards letting out the printing, by passing 
a law, by advertising through their proper officer 
for proposals, by giving sufficient notice, and open- 
ing a fair competition, he was not prepared to say 
he would not go with them; but he did not think 
this House was required, for the sake of the paltry 
pecuniary advantage which the gentleman argued 
it would effect, to suffer the inconvenience and de- 
triment to the public interest of the delay which 
would be inevitable were this proposition to be 
adopted. 

Mr. B. having concluded, 

Mr. DAVIS called for the reading of the resolu- 
tion and amendment; they were read accordingly. 

He also sent up, to be read at the Clerk’s table, 
a pamphlet, purporting to be an offer, on the part 
of some individual or individuals, to execute the 


| printing of Congress at 25 or 33} per cent. reduc- 
| tion from the present rates. 
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Some moments were occupied in the reading; 
and, it not being concluded, 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, objected to 
the further reading, as all the members of the 
House, he presumed, had had it laid upon their 
de aks. 

Mr. DAVIS insisted upon its reading, and that 
the gentleman’s objection, in order to be effectual, 
should have been made before the reading com- 
rit need, . 

Mr. THOMPSON then moved to suspend the 
reading of the paper. 

Mr. DAVIS thereupon said that he would not 
insist on having the rest of 
r had been stated, 


it read, inasmuch as 
He would now ofler a 
few words in reply to the speech of the honorable 

entleman from Virginia, [Mr. Bayny.] That 
honorable gentleman was, he believed, a politician 
of the strict-construction school, and he would do 
the gentleman the justice to admit that in general 
he adhered with great strictness and tenacity to 
the fuith. Now, he would ask that gentleman to 
sav whether he wanted a Government press as an 

»ypendave to the Government of the United States? 


the ollk 


Under what clause of the Constitution, or under 
the of “98, did he find the 

uthority for such an adjunet? The gentleman, 
1 r : > 

e had no doubt, had adopted his political princi- 
ples in good faith, and professed them with per- 
fect and full belief, and in his general 
course went for carrying them out into action; but 


vhich of resolutions 


candor 


he would ask the gentleman whether, in the pres- 
instance, he 
his own creed ? 

Mr. McDOWELL here interposed to ask the 
floor for a moment to make a report. 

And the floor having been yielded by Mr. Davis 
for that purpose— 

Mr. McDOWELL, from the joint committee 
appointed to wait on the President of the United 
s and inform him that Congress had assem- 
bled, that a formed in each 
Iiouse, and that Congress 1s ready to receive any 


ent was not a litile departing from 


mtate 


quorum has been 
communication he may be pleased to make, re- 
vorted that the joint committee had discharged 
it, and that the President 
vould make a communication to the two Houses 
of Congress forthwith. 


Mr. DAVIS resumed. 


to the gentleman from 


| 

| j 
the duties assiened 
ws 


He would again turn 
Virginia, and would ask 
him to review his principles, and look at the con- 
sistency of throwing his acknowledged ability and 
influence in favor of fixing on the Government a 
Giovernment press. The gentleman re prese nted 
\ecomac. Could the House forget that the gen- 
tleman’s predecessor |Mr. Wise] had been a lead- 
erin pressing on the very object proposed to be 
eileected by the amendment? Yes, that gentle- 
man’s ‘illustrious pred cessor”’ was the first an 
\lr. D. had ever heard raise his voice in favor of 
separating the Government from the political press 
of the country. 

RECEPTION OF THE PRESIDENTS MESSAGE. 

Here Mr. Davis was interrupted by the appear- 
ance at the bar of the President’s Private Secre- 
tary, with the Annual Executive Message, which 
was received and read. 

The reading of the Message (which consumed 
an hour and fifty minutes) having been con- 
cluded— : 

Mr. CHAPMAN, of Alabama, moved that the 
Message do lie on the table, and that the usual 
number of copies thereof be printed. 

Mr. C. also moved the pre vious question. 

Mr. BRODHEAD sent to the table to have read 
the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the message of the President of 
the United States be referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union; and that fif- 
teen thousand copies with and twenty thousand 
without the accompanying documents be printed 
for the use of the House, and that the printing be 
done by the printers to be hereafter elected. 

Mr. CHAPMAN accepted this as a modifica- 
tion of his motion; and 

The previous question was then seconded, put, 
and carried ; and, under its operation, the resolu- 
tion submitted by Mr. Bropuean, and accepted by 
Mr. Cuapman as a modification of his motion, 
was agreed to, 

PUBLIC PRINTER. 
_ The SPEAKER then announced that the ques- 
tion recurred on the motion of Mr. Bayty, that 
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usual to read this report. 


the House proceed to the election of a public 


poe and on the amendment thereto proposed || 


xy Mr. Garrett Davis, which were under con- 
sideration when the Message of the President was 
received, 

Mr. G. DAVIS, who was entitled to the floor, 
said that, at this late hour of the day, [it was three 
o'clock, P. M.,| he felt reluctance at resuming his 
argument, and would therefore move that the 
House adjourn. 

And thereupon the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, December 3, 1845. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 


ate the Annual Report of the Secretary of the 
| Treasury. 


Mr. SPEIGHT said he believed it was not 
He therefore moved 
that it be laid on the table, and that five thousand 
copies be printed; which motion was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before the 
Senate a Report from the Treasurer of the United 
States, communicating copies of the Treasurer’s 
accounts; Which was laid on the table. 

The VICE PRESIDENT then announced that 
petitions were in order; but on the suggestion of 

Mr. EVANS, who stated that it was not usual 
to call for petitions until after the appointment of 
the committees, 

The VICE PRESIDENT proceeded to eall for 
the order of the day. 

Mr. CAMERON laid on the table the memorial 
of Joseph Nock, of the city of Philadelphia, pray- 
ing compensation for loss sustained in consequence 
of the annulment of his contract for supplying the 
Post Office Departinent with mail locks and keys. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Dreese yesterday, was then taken up for consid- 
eration: 

Resolved, That so much of the 34th rule as re- 
quires the appointment of the several standing 
comiittees by ballot at the present session be 
suspended, and that the appointment be made by 
the President of the Senate 

Mr. BREESE said he understood that there 
were some objections to this resolution; and as 
the Senate was not full, he would move that, for 
the present, it be passed over. 

The resolution was therefore passed over. 

The following resolution, submitted yesterday 
hy Mr. Speicut, was then taken up, considered, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States cause to be laid before the Senate, at as 


early a day as practicable, the report of the Board | 


of Commissioners appointed in pursuance‘of the 
act of Congress of the 23d August, 1842, entitled 


| ** An aet to provide for the satisfa tion of claims 


arising under the 14th article of the treaty of 
Dancing Rabbit Creek, concluded in September, 
1830,’’ embracing the testimony on which the 
claims arising under said treaty have been allow- 
ed, together with the amount of scrip requisite to 


satisfy the same, distinguishing the amount al- || , os 
fer him to presenta paper which he held in his 


ready issued. 

The following resolution, submitted yesterday 
by Mr. Aten, was taken up, considered, and 
agreed to: 

~ Resolved, That, in addition to the copies of the 
President’s Message and accompanying docu- 
ments hitherto ordered to be printed for the use of 


the Senate, there be printed for the use of the Sen- | 


ate twenty-five thousand copies of the Message, 
together with so much of the accompanying docu- 
ments as relates to the negotiations between the 
United States and Great Britain on the subject of 
the Oregon Territory. 


Mr. SPEIGHT submitted the following resolu- 


tion, which lies one day on the table: 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States cause to be communicated to the Senate, at 
as early a day as practicable, such information as 
he may possess, or may speedily obtain, with re- 


spect to the praeticability and 7 of a fort or | 
Mississippi, | 


forts on Ship Island, on ‘the coast o 
with a view to the protection of said coast. 
On motion of Mr. Evans, 
The Senate adjourned. 


OB 


e 


Dec. 3, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, December 3, 1845. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved 

Mr. ASA BOGGS, member elect from Nort) 
Carolina, appeared, was qualified, and took };j; 
seat. 

The SPEAKER, by consent, laid before +}, 
House the following executive communications 
viz: : 

1. From the Secretary of the Treasury, bein» 
the Annual Report on the state of the finances, ~ 

Mr. HOPKINS moved that the report be |ajq 
on the table and printed. 

Mr. PRESTON KING moved that one hyp. 
dred additional copies be printed for the use 
‘Treasury Department. Seieid to. 

And then the motion to print, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

2. From the Treasurer of the United States, 
containing copies of his accounts with the United 
States for the third and fourth quarters of 184). 
and first and second quarters of 1845, as adjusted 


of the 


4 
and settled by the accounting officers of the Tre. 
sury Department according to law. 

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

3. From the Clerk of the House of Represent. 
atives, stating that, in obedience to the order of 
the House of Representatives of the 25th of Feb- 
ruary last, directing him to demand and to recive 
from engravers all plates heretofore ordered and 
paid for by the House, he had called upon all en- 
gravers who had been employed by the Hous 
and that they had promptly delivered up the 
plates, amounting in number to one hundred and 
fifty, which, in pursuance of said order, he had 
placed in the Library of the House. 

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


THE PUBLIC PRINTING. 

The SPEAKER announced that the business 
first in order was, the resolution offered yesterd 
by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Bayzy.| 
providing that the House do now proceed to ( 
election of a printer for the 29th Congress. And 
the pending question was on the following ameni- 
mendment heretofore offered by Mr. G. Davis: 

‘*Strike out all after the word ‘ Resolved,’ and 
‘insert the words ‘ That a committee of five be a 
* pointed to let the printing of this House to the 
‘ lowest bidder, after ten days’ advertisement in thr 
‘newspapers printed in this city; the person or 
‘ persons to whom it may be let being required to 
‘give bond, with sufficient security, for the proper 
‘execution of the work; and the necessary prinunz 
‘in the mean time the Clerk of this House is re- 
‘quired to have done by the printers for the last 
* House.’ ”’ 

Mr. GARRETT DAVIS, who was entitled to 
the floor, rose to proceed in the remarks com- 
menced by him yesterday; when— 

Mr. POLLOCK asked Mr. Davis to yield the 
floor for a momeut, to enable him to move a reso- 
lution, which he sent to the table. 

Mr. DAVIS said he would do so if it would oe- 
casion no debate, and he did not loose his right to 


the floor. 


Several members objected to the introduction of 
the resolution out of regular order. 
Mr. TIBBATTTS then asked his colleague to sut- 


hand, and which he said was of importance to 
their own State, (Kentucky.) 
Mr. DAVIS said he would do so if by so domg 


_he did not forfeit his right to the floor. 


Mr. HOPKINS objected to any conventional 


| agreement between members as to the course 0! 


the business of the House. ; 
The SPEAKER. If the gentleman from Ke- 
tuecky [Mr. Davis] yields to his colleague for any 
purpose whatever, he must do it unconditionally. 
Mr. DAVIS. Then I do not yield to the re 
quest of my colleague. 
The House thereupon resumed the unfinished 
business; and— , 
Mr. DAVIS proceeded with his remarks. He 
said that the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Bayt] 


had attempted to involve him in some degree of !- 
‘consistency in the effort he was now making ‘0 


purify to some degree the public press of the coun 


try, by separating it from all connexion with the 


patronage of Government, and to have the prinung 


| of Congress executed at as low rates as practica- 
| ble; and the gentleman had seen pro 


r to stigma- 
tize Mr. D.’s earnestness in behalf of these objec's 
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«« new-born zeal.’’ In reply to such an impu- 


asa A 

cotta he wished now to present to the House a 
‘ , = 

rew facts. . he 

: in the session of Congress of 1839-40 he had 


first been honored with a seat on this floor: during 
first session of that Congress earnest, een z 
ea persevering efforts had been made on the part 
of the Whig members to separate the Government 
fom all connexion with the — press ot the 
-ountry, and all those efforts iad received the sup- 
ort of Mr. D.’s votes and the votes of his politi- 
eal friends, but had as regularly and unanimously 
heen opposed by the gentleman from Virginia and 
his political associates. All these attempts at 
economy and at the purification of the public press 
had received the most cordial and unanimous sup- 
ort of the Whig party; but they had been as zeal- 
ously opposed, not by those who .were then the 
wentleman’s political friends, but by those who 
now were so; for the gentleman from Accomac 
iad not always stood where he now did; but his 
history, Which was not an uninteresting one, would 
chow that at that time the honorable gentleman 
ranked himself as a Whig. 

(Mr. Bayty here interposed to assure the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky that he was enurely mis- 
taken. ] 

Mr. Davis. At all events, the gentleman stood 
in opposition to the Democratic poy: 

(Mr. BayLy again assured Mr. D. that he la- 
bored under a great mistake.] 

Mr. Davis said, if so, he must have been very 
extensively misinformed, for he had certainly un- 
derstood that the gentleman, in some of his politi- 
eal perigrinations in Ohio, had made open war on 
the Democratic party, and especially on the typo- 
eraphical organ of that party at Richmond, on 
whom this same gentleman had yesterday pro- 
nounced one of the most extravagant eulogies Mr. 
D. had ever listened to in his life. 

At the same session of Congress, when the civil 
and diplomatic bill was under consideration, Mr. 
D. had made several unsuccessful efforts to accom- 
plish the same object of separating the political 
press from the patronage of Government, and to 
have the public printing executed at lower rates, 
hy giving it out on contract to the lowest bidder: 
in all of these he had been always sustained by the 
Whigs, and always voted down by the political 
party who then constituted a majority, and who 
were now the friends of the gentleman. 

At the next Congress it happened that the ta- 
bles were turned, and the Whigs were in the ma- 
jority. Mr. D. was againga member, and the 
same identical proposition was made which he now 
advocated, to separate the press from the pa- 
tronage of Government, and to reduce the prices 
paid for printing by the two Houses. In the Sen- 
ate a resolution was introduced to reduce the 
rate 20 per cent.; a similar proposition was put 


the 


forth in the House, and it received Mr. D.’s vote. | 


The Whig party having now a majority in both 
branches of the Legislature, Mr. D. had applied 
to the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 


Means, then Mr. Fittmore, of New York, to pre- | 
sent propositions to this effect, as amendments to | 


the civil and diplomatic bill, and they were car- | 
ried. It was to this particular measure, viz: the | 
reduction of the price of printing for the depart- | 


ments, and the letting of it out to the lowest bid- 


der, and not to a general reduction, that he had | 


referred in his remarks yesterday, a portion of 
which had been somewhat misunderstood by the 
reporters. The department printing was now 
‘et out to competent practical printers, and a 
saving of at least fifty per cent. on the prices pre- 
viously paid was effected. 

But the gentleman from Virginia insisted that 

ir. D. was inconsistent in his course, because, 
“iter voting to reduce the price of printing 20 per 
cent, he had afterward voted to restore it to its 
original rate as fixed by the law of 1819 ; and the 


TUS 


When this amendment came to the House for 
concurrence Mr. D had voted against it. ‘The 
bill was returned with the non-concurrence of the 
House in that amendment, when a committee of 
conference was requested, and at ten o'clock at 
night, while that important bill was still pending, 
Mr. D. had attended as one of the committee on 
the part of the House, and, after discussion in 
the committee, he had at length reluctantly given 
his assent to the amendment. He had done so in 
order to save the bill, which must otherwise have 
been lost. He felt great reluctance and misgiving 
at the ume; he believed he was not doing right: 
but then he reflected that the loss of so import- 
ant a bill would have been a still greater evil than 
the restoration of this twenty per cent. on the 
public printing. Supposing, however, that he 
Was wrong in giving such a vote, and he now ad- 
mitted that he was wrong in doing so, did that 
jusufy the opposition of the gentleman now, when 
the same exigency did not exist, to a measure in- 
tended to eflect the same and even a greater saving 
than would then have been effected? It had been 
announced on the floor of the other House that in 
all party conflicts ‘to the victors belonged the 
spous.’? Mr. D. had not understood the honor- 
able gentleman as giving in his adhesion to that 
most infamous and piratical sentiment. Until 
within some ten or fifteen years past such a doe- 
trine never had been heard of ; and who had, intro- 
duced it ?—yes, who had introduced it? Not the 
Whigs. They might justly use the challenge of 
Macbeth to Banquo’s ghost, ‘Shake not thy 
gory locks at me; thou canst not say I did it.”? 
Who did? The ** Democracy.”’ It was they 
who had introduced the shameless maxim ; and it 
was they who were responsible for the conse- 
quences af its subsequent practical adoption by 
both parties. It was this detestable maxim that 
had proved the fruitful source of wide and over- 
spreading corruption. Yes, if there ever was a 
principle which, reduced to practical action, was 
calculated to sap the very foundations of our civil 
polity and overturn the Government and the Con- 
stitution, it was this principle of the spoils. Con- 
trast this and its progeny with the policy and the 
practice under the Administration of’ the venera- 
ble and illustrious gentleman from Massachusetts, 
{Mr. Apams.] That pure but niuch calumniated 
man had removed but two public officers during 
his whole term of office, and in both cases for 
cause, and such cause as would have furnished 
justifiable ground of impeachment. Mr. D. ad- 
verted to his Administration with a just pride; he 
held it up to the gaze of the world, and especially 


, would he commend it to the imitation of the gen- 


course of the gentleman’s remarks on this subject || 


called on Mr. D. for an explanation of his final 
action. on that matter. On the last night of the 
~ith Congress the Senate had voted to amend the 
~— and diplomatic bill by inserting the follow- 
Ww: 


“Provided, That nothing in any resolution of 


‘ either House of Congress shall prevent the settle- | 


ment and payment of the bills for printing of the 
two Houses of Congress agreeably to the prices 


‘san lis hed by the joint resolution of March 3d, 


| disannul the spoil principle. 


tleman and his friends for its unstained purity, its 
incorruptble patriotism. So long as that Admin- 
istration held the reins of power, such a thing as 
the spoils system had not come into being. But 
how was itnow? What a spectacle of unblush- 
ing open venality offended the view—lazaroni 
coming in troops, flocking up from all the borders 
of the land to this city for plunder; yes, for pub- 
lic plunder! Men entered the public service from 
no spirit of patriotism, without even a thought of 
benefiting the country, but in the spirit of so 
many pirates and freebooters, publicly robbing on 
the high seas. 

He called upon the gentleman from Virginia, 
and on all on both sides of the House, to aid him 
in getting rid of that corrupting patronage which 
debased the public press and converted it into the 
tool of a faction. es us abolish, let us utterly 
Let the reproach be 
no longer heard by gentlemen that ‘‘ the cohesive 
principle of the spoils was all that held the Demo- 
cratic party together.’’ Such a reproach had been 


| uttered, and by one who, he supposed, was en- 
| titled to speak from an intimate knowledge of the 


principles which actuated the party. 

At the first session of the last Congress a la- 
mented member of this House from the gentle- 
man’s own State (the late Mr Gilmer) had intro- 
duced a proposition having the same end in view 
with the amendment Mr. D. had now offered, viz: 
the severance of the patronage of Government from 
the public press, aa Mr. D. had given it his vote. 
It came from a Virginian, and from a Democrat ; 
it was right; it commended itself to Mr. D.’s con- 
science, and he gave it his cordial support. Yet 
the gentleman charged Mr. D. with inconsistency ; 


|| talked about his ‘* new-born zeal,”’ and professed 


at the same time great approbation of the object of 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


15 


the amendment. The gentleman, too, wanted to 
separate the Government from the press: then what 
was his objection to this proposiuen for that very 
object? Why, the mode of pursuing the object 
was not the right mode, and the time was not the 
right ime; the whole measure was precipitate. 
Well, if so, then Mr. D. would commend it to the 
ability and to the influence with the majority, 
which all would concede to the gentleman, and he 
would ask him to propose some plan of his own. 
If he would bring forward any feasible practicable 
plan for divorcing the Government from the pub- 
lic press, and for reducing the expense of the pub- 
he printing, he would vindicate more effectually 
his own consistency, and would be in a better po- 
sition to make an attack upon Mr. D. 

‘The gentleman liked the principle of the amend - 
ment, Oh yes! but then the House would be left 
Without a printer. Not so; the amendment ex- 
pressly provided against that difficulty: however, 
more effectually to obviate that objection, Mr. D. 
would modify his amendment. [He modified it 
accordingly, so as to allow twenty days’ notice 
before letting, and allowing the Clerk diseretion in 
the meanwhile to get the necessary printing ex 
ecuted. . 

Now, if the amendment in this form shall pre- 
vail, who would get the printing in the meanwhile? 
Who would get it?) Did he not know that it would 
be given to that very friend of his on whom he had 
pronounced sO lofty & pane gyric? 

Mr. D. would now onee more ask the honore 
dle gentleman whether he wanted a press sustained 
by the Government? Did the gentleman believe 
that a press so sustained could be pure? If he did, 
the gentleman was possessed of a degree of cre- 
dulity for which Mr. D. had never given him 
credit. The gentleman had adverted to the char- 
acter of the National Intelligeneer, and kad ad- 
mitted that, with great ability, it united as much 
political honesty as could be found in any other 
public print. In that commendation Mr. D. 
heartily concurred; and he would add, that of dig- 
nity, truth, decorum, and patriotism, that noble 
and ancient journal had more than an ordinary 
share. He could not say so much for any publie 
print which had been edited by the gentleman’s 
so highly-lauded friend of the Richmond inquirer. 
Had the gentleman forgotten the sentiments once 
put forth by that veteran and most unchangeable 
of politicians? Who was it that once said, **We 
‘cannot consent to lend a hand toward the elee- 
‘tion of such a man as Andrew Jackson?’ The 
Richmond Enquirer. Who declared that it 
‘would deprecate his election as a curse upon 
our country?’ The Richmond Enquirer. Who 
was it that had warned the nation that ‘on any 
* great crisis Andrew Jackson would convert the 
’ whole country into one great eainp, and would 
‘reduce almost everything under martial law ?’’ 
The Richmond Enquirer. Who had once said, 
‘We can commend General Jackson’s modesty 
‘in retiring from the Senate and the Bench, when 
‘he discovered the superior qualifications of other 
people. Can we say as much for his modesty, 
when he is now aspiring to the highest office in 
this nation?’’ Who held such language respect- 
ing the **old Roma, 7’? The Richmond Enquirer. 
Who was it that announced to the country that 
Andrew Jackson was ‘too little of a statesman, 
‘too rash, too violent in his temper, his measures 
‘too much inclined to arbitrary government, to 
‘ obtain the humble support of the editor of this 
‘paper???’ Ay, who (he asked) was it that ut- 
tered, with warning voice, this solemn truth? It 
was the Richmond Enquirer. What print had 
asked, ** what kind of a President would this great 
‘civilian make? A gentleman who cannot inter- 
‘ pret the plain expression of one law; and yet who 
* would be called upon to administer all the laws 
‘of the land. One whose ideas are so purely 
‘ military, that he would transmute a traitor into 
‘a spy; or would punish treason, not by civil 
‘courts, but by a court martial?” Whose warn- 
ing voice uttered this denunciation of the legal 
and juridical acquirements of the Chief Magistrate 
of this Union, and such an estimate of the man 
whose military achievements * filled the measure 
of his country’s glory?’ The Richmond En- 
quirer. Who opposed the sub-treasury, and de- 
nounced it?) The Richmond Enquirer. Ay, and 


‘ 


‘ 


‘ 


| who, after all this, turned short round, and lauded 
this same Andrew Jackson as the ** old Roman,”’ 


worshipped him as a demi-god, and, without a 
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blush, and in the face of Heaven, pronounced him || 
the fittest of all men to fill the Presidential chair? | 
The same veteran editor, whose praises the gen- | 


tleman sane in such exalted strains. Yes, after 
openly denouncing the sub-treasury as the most 
danzerous of all measures, he turned about and 
praised it as the only constitutional depository for 
the public money. As to the gentleman 8 private 
and personal character, and his deportment in 
domestic life, Mr. D. had never heard aught 
against it; but, as a politician, and the editor of a 


leading and influential public journal, he was the | 


blindest worshipper of power—the most abject, 
sycophantic, supple tool that ever fattened on the 
patronage of a party. And never was there a 
more striking living illustration of the corrupting 
effects of such patronage on the public press. 

This evil Mr, D. sought to remedy by letting 
out the public printing to the lowest bidder. So 
far as this plan had been tried, it had pypified, to 
some extent, the press of the country, besides 
saving thousands to the Government. What for- 
bade the adoption of such a measure? We did 
not want a politician for our printer, Congress 
wanted a practical mechanic, skilful and trust- 
worthy, who would do the work with accuracy 
and despatch, and for a reasonable compensation. 
They did not want a * veteran editor,’’ whether 
of high or of low degree. ‘They did not want a par- 
tisan to stimulate his party venom by paying for 
bitterness and falsehood, 

And then, as to the saving of public money 
which would result from the adoption of his 


amendment, Mr. D. had in his hand the offer of 


practical printers to do the work on terms much 
lower than those now allowed. [Mr. D. here read 
a printed proposal from Jeflerson & Co., offering, 
if richtly heard, to do the printing at a reduction 
of 20 per cent. below the price now allowed by 
law.] 

Mr. D. here went into a calculation as to the 
profit that would result to the editor of the Union, 
should he obtain the printing of the Executive 
Vie ssege only, WwW ith the accompany Ing docume nts. 
He cited the number of ¢ pies ordered by each 
House, and went on to show that from one House 
he would derive a profit of $20,000, and from the 
other of $14,000, giving him the nett sum of 
$34,000 profit on the prinung of a single docu- 
ment. Applying the offer of these printers to the 
same work, he caleulated the saving on the Mes- 
sage to be $14,400 to the treasury. Now, the 
eentleman professed democracy : oh, yes, he went 
for an economical administration of the Govern- 
ment. He was for purifying the publie press by 
divorcing it from Governmental patronage. Well : 
and how did he prove it? Was it by bringing all 
the way from Richmond a ** veteran editor,’’ and 
lettine him, on the first go-off, run his arm into 
the publie treasury up to the shoulder, in execu- 
ting his first job of printing? The gentleman did 
himself admit before this House that such patron- 

e did, in some degree, prostitute the public press, 
and he wished to avoid so great an evil. How 
did he show it? The press was like religion ; nei- 
ther could be preserved pure if once the Govern- 
nent extended the polluted and polluting mantle 
of its patronage over it. Both must be left uncon- 
taminated and distinct from all Government action, 
to the spontaneous action of the people. Mr. D.’s 
proposition went at least one step toward attain- 
ing such a state of things. Why did the gentleman 
oppose it? 

He would offer the gentleman his choice be- 
tween the two systems. If he would vote for this 
amendment now, Mr. D. would then offer him 
iwo practical printers, hard-fisted operatives, hon- 
est, competent, skilful, and respectable, who 
would do the work for $20,000 less than his friend. 
He challenged him to stand up in his place, with 
such a proposal openly made in the face of the 
country, and elect a political editor to do the same 
work ata higher price. Let the people be wit- 
ness of his choice. He told the gentleman that 
such profligate and undisguised extravarance 
would wake the nation up; and when once that 
lion waked, wo to him and wo to the trust that 
people had put in his hands. 

‘This was Mr. D.’s principle in the matter: pay 
the public officer a fair price, and let us have as 
little of the spoils prisithele as possible. Some in- 
trusion of such a principle was inevitable; but let 
us cut it off wherever it could be reached. The 


purity of the Government demanded this—the in- | 
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terests of the people demanded it. He put it to 
the gentleman to say whether this work could not 
be done cheaper than it would be if given to his 
friend of the Union? 


He 


District Attorneys, the Postmaster General, and a 
host more of public officers, receiving emoluments 
of the most enormous magnitude. His friends 
and himself, so soon as they had the power, re- 
formed the abuse and limited the compensation; 
yet the gentleman from Virginia imputed to him 
an inconsistent course, though for all these re- 
forms he had uniformly given his vote. If the 
measure he now proposed was defective and inef- 
ficient, why did not the gentleman come up to his 
own principles, and aid him by rendering it eflec- 
tive and complete? He invited him to do so. 


If, however, his own proposition should fail, | 
here was a proposal for which he should vote. 


{Mr. D. here read the offer of Jesse E. Dow & 
Co. to do the printing at a reduction of forty per 


cent. below the rates established by the law of | 
1819, and twenty per cent. below those establish- | 


ed by the law of last session.] 


Now, (said Mr. D.) what will youdo? Will || 


you still elect the editor of the ** Union,’’ and give 


him from $25,000 to $50,000 profit on a single job ? | 


W hat do these humble practical mechanic printers 


tell you?—that they can, even at the rate they 


offer, make more money by the public printing in 
a single session than in ten years’ hawl labor as 
journeymen. Now, gentlemen Democrats, what 
say you? Will you, before this American people, 


vote to give the editor of the Union more money | 


in one single session of Congress than ten years’ 
hard earnings of one of the laboring people? Will 
you e \ 
Democrats, but be assured the country never will. 


Mr. D., in conclusion, offered the modification | 


of his amendment which he had indicated. 


Mr. BAYLY had regretted yesterday the ad- || 
journment of this debate. 
position of the gentleman from Kentucky was a | 


He thought the pro- 


simple one, understood by all the members of this 


House, and was anxious to save the time of Con- | 


gress by a speedy decision of it. But since he 
had heard the speech of the honorable gentleman, 
he rejoiced that the argument had taken place. 
He was glad the gentleman had afforded to him 


the opportunity of mquiring into his (Mr. B.’s) | 


humble political history, and of venting the spleen 
of his wrath upon the editor of the Richmond En- 


quirer, who seemed to be particularly obnoxious | 
to Kentucky politicians of the gentleman’s school. | 
But before he addressed himself to a reply to the || 
remarks of the gentleman personal to himself, and | 
before he said a word in vindication of a gentle- | 


man he (Mr. B.) was proud to call his friend, not- 
withstanding the gentleman’s bitter denunciations 


of him, he desired to address himself more par- | 


ticularly to the business before the House. He had 
hoped that a gentleman of the parliamentary expe- 
rience and understanding of the gentleman from 
Kentucky, would have found it in good taste to 
confine himself to the discussion of the resolution, 


and not to have wandered over so wide a field, and || 


not to have edified the House with what he sup- i if possible, the Democratic party, and to afford an 


| opportunity of assault on the part of the gentleman 


posed was a portion of some one of the very ef- 
fective stump-speeches of the gentleman in Ken- 
tucky. 

He had stated yesterday that he was not pre- 


pared to anaes the end the gentleman aimed || 
ution, but that he objected to the im- | 


at in his reso 
practicable manner in which the gentleman pro- 
posed to attain it. Propositions of this sort, popu- 


lar and proper propositions, were very often made | 


with one of two purposes in view : one was, with 


the wish and expectation that they should be suc- |) 
cessful. When that was done, a practicable mode | 


was undertaken to be adopted, which he should 
undertake to show was not the case in the present 
instance, 
selves, were made, but under such circumstances 


as forbade their support at the time when brought 
| forward, and were made with the design to throw || 
| political odium upon others. 
| to show that this must have been the motive | 
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it could; and no man could || 
wink so hard as to shut his eyes to the fact. The | 
gentleman claimed to be a purist; so did Mr. D. | 
| Show him a corruption that could be reached and 

| reformed, and if he then stood back and refused | 
to come up to the help of the gentleman, he might 

then brand him with inconsistency. 
| the principle he had stood up for in 1839. 
found the Marshals, the custom-house officers, the | 


/ be so much concerned as it was at present ; 


This was | 


| sident—requires that the pu 


'| new idea. 
from New York proposed a plan somewhat sini- 


If you do, you may indeed call yourselves | 


' men who made that proposition. 2 
aa rt hve | referred to the fact that, at the 27th Congress, e 
Again, propositions, proper in them- | 
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of the gentleman. He had stated yesterday 
that, in his humble opinion, the proper mode of 
reform, if reform was needed, was to elect a prin. 
ter under the law,as it exists at present, when they 
had not time to enter into details, and to arrange a 
better system. Hereafter party passion would not 


h ‘ : ; > and 
they might then, on duly maturing it, adopt such 


/a plan as would obviate any well-founded objec. 


tions the gentleman had brought against the pre- 
sent system. That was the plan he now pro- 
posed; and yet the gentleman from Kentucky 
complained that he (Mr. B.) objected to his pro- 
position, (which he approved in the abstract,) and 


| yet that he proposed no other mode to attain the 


end desired. He had in his hand a resolution 
which he would offer to the House before he took 
his seat, which would offer a practical and effec. 
tive mode of effecting this object. 

But he took another ground in reference to this 


/matter. He maintained that they could not pro- 


vide for the public printing at this time in the map- 
ner proposed by the gentleman from Kentucky, 


| The law of 1819, which is unre ealed—which jis 


the law of the land—which one House of Congress 
cannot repeal—which both Houses of Congress 
~annot repeal, without the specnes of the Pre- 

lic printer shall be 
elected, and receive an adequate compensation for 
the work executed by him. Until that law is re. 
pealed, that House had no alternative left it but to 
proceed to the election. Did the gentleman mean 


| to propose a joint resolution to repeal the law? 


That, certainly, is not the manner in which he 
pores his motion. He, (Mr. B.,) in the view 
ie had just taken of the question, presented no 
In 1837, when a Democratic member 


lar to that now submitted by the gentleman from 
Kentucky, the whole Whig party in Congress, 
without a solitary exception, as far as he knew 
their politics, (the gentleman who has so long 
headed the list of Whig members being found at 


| the very end of the list,) voted against the propo- 


sition—a proposition almost in terms identical 
with that now offered by the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky. On that occasion, a distinguished gentle: 
man from New York, (Mr. Ogden Hoflman,) 


| took the position which he (Mr. Bayty) now 


maintained, that, till the law in question was re- 


| pealed, such a proposition could not be entertained. 


He took the ground now. He insisted on the exe- 


| cution of the law as it is. His resolution proposed 


to effect the election of a public printer in the man- 
ner prescribed by the law. Before he concluded, 
he would propose a modification of his resolution, 
providing for the raising of a committee to inquire 


| Whether any change was expedient, and if 80, 
| what change should be made, in the mode of exe- 


cuting the public printing. He had but one addi- 
tional remark to make, in reference to so much of 


| the honorahle gentleman’s argument as was perti- 


nent to the subject before the House. The gen- 
tleman had told them that there was a proposition 
from one establishment to do the printing for 


| twenty per cent. less than was charged under the 


mode now prescribed by law. But the fact was, 
that that proposition really amounted to an offer 
to reduce the cost only five per cent, That ne 
(Mr. B.) would show in a moment. He took 
boldly the ground that these propositions had been 
thrown in, not with a view to an economical ex- 
penditure of the public money, but to embarrass, 


from Kentucky. Before he made any further re- 


|| mark on that view of the question, he would ad- 


vert to what the practical reduction proposed by 
the gentleman really amounted to. ‘The first pro- 
position for the printing submitted to the House 
purported to reduce the price allowed by the law 
of 1819 twenty-five per cent. But that had already 
been reduced twenty per cent. So that, after all, 
the practical reduction proposed amounted to Just 
five per cent.! But he had a remarkable disclosure 
to make to the House in reference to these gentle- 
He had already 


rate of compensation was reduced twenty per cent: 
on the cost of the work as previously charge¢. 
But, before the end of the session, Gales & Seato®, 


who executed the work, came in and asked 


He should attempt) have the former rates restored, and—w 
| Chair believe it? the testimony produced to #u* 
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